
LA COOPERATIVA 
AND THE LOW-INCOME WEATHERIZATION 
PROGRAM BY CAP-AND-TRADE FUNDING



Agency and Network Profile 

La Cooperativa Campesina de California

(La Cooperativa) is the association of the 
National Farmworker Jobs Program – WI0A 
(Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act)

167 -- grantees in the State of California



CALIFORNIA COVERAGE BY LA 
COOPERATIVA MEMBERS



La Cooperativa’s member      
network:

•Serves up to 153,000 clients per 
year.

•Over 55,000 farm workers per year.
•Nearly 8,000 clients receive Job 

training and 77% of trainees obtain 
permanent jobs.



STRATEGIC PLANNING IN 2014 BY LA 
COOPERATIVA

THE LA COOPERATIVA BOARD ACCEPTED 
MY PROPOSAL TO SET

ENERGY  PROGRAMS
AS ONE OF OUR STRATEGIC GOALS



LEGISLATURE APPROACHED
 BY

 LA COOPERATIVA CAMPESINA
 FOR 

CAP AND TRADE FUNDS 
FOR A FARMWORKER ENERGY 

PROGRAM



WHAT WE ASKED FOR IN THE 
LEGISLATURE WAS FOR A SET 

ASIDE FROM CAP AND TRADE FOR 
FARMWORKERS



Farmworkers
It has been estimated that there are really 

approximately 800,000 that work the fields 
of California in an industry that generates 

over 50 billion dollars per year.
By the way, some estimates tells that  70% 

are UNDOCUMENTED



Findings from the National 
Agricultural Workers Survey (NAWS) 

tells us that:
34% 

of settled farmworkers own homes
Today over 70% of farmworkers are 

settled and no longer migrant!



Since 2015 we followed the Legislative route to 
obtain Cap and Trade funds to fund a farmworker 
program that would allow us to:

1.  Weatherize their homes
2.  Install Solar panels
3.  Install battery backups
4. Install LEDs
5.  Replace appliances with energy efficient units



WITH THIS PROGRAM NOT ONLY WERE WE 
GOING TO DECREASE THE CARBON 

FOOTPRINT OF THE FARMWORKERS WHO 
OWNED HOMES BUT WE WERE GOING TO 

ALSO
INCREASE THE DISPOSABLE 

INCOME TO ONE THE POOREST 
POPULATION SECTORS OF 

CALIFORNIA 
WHO ALSO FEED US 



La Cooperativa eventually sought a bill to insure 
the funding of the program we were proposing. 

And we managed to get a bill introduced in 
2016:
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2715 
Introduced by Assembly Members Eduardo 
Garcia, Luis Alejo, and Bill Dodd (Coauthors: 
Assembly Members Roger Hernández and 
Salas) (Coauthor: Senator Nielsen)



ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2715 
Did not pass



We then asked Assemblyman Eduardo Garcia to 
introduce  again as AB 386  cosponsored by 
Senator Nielsen

Bill would have required the Community 
Services Department to”:

develop and administer the Agricultural Working 
Poor Energy Efficient Housing Program and to 
expend moneys appropriated by the Legislature for 
the purposes of the program to improve energy 
efficiency in farmworker-owned housing.



IT PASSED!!!

UNFORTUNALTELY THE
GOVERNOR
VETOED IT!!!!



THIS IS HOW I FELT!!!



AS WE CONTINUED OUR 
EFFORTS THROUGH THE 

LEGISLATIVE BUDGET 
PROCESS, WE STARTED TO 

HAVE SUCCESS



WHILE WE DO NOT SUCEED IN 
GETTING AN ALLOCATION EVERY 

YEAR, WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
OBTAIN 

SINCE 2017 
OVER $60 MILLION DOLLARS TO 
CARRY OUT THE LOW INCOME 

WEATHERIZATITON PROGRAM FOR 
FARMWORKERS!



AND OF COURSE:
WE NEED TO THANK THE

Department of 
Community Services and 

Development



WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO FORM A 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THIS 

DEPARTMENT THAT HAS BEEN A 
KEY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 

PROGRAM AND WE THANK THEM 
FOR THEIR DEDICATION TO SERVE 

THE FARMWORKERS OF 
CALIFORNIA



IN ADDITION

WE  FORMED A PARTNESHIP WITH 
THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

OUR PARTNER FOR DELIVERING 
THE SERVICES TO THE 

FARMWORKER HAS BEEN 
MAROMA ENERGY SERVICES 



THE RESULTS OF OUR PROGRAM
                                   WE HAVE HAD

4,057    ENROLLMENTS
2,610     ENERGY MEASURES  
760         HOMES HAVE RECEIVED
                  SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION
                   



Customers who participate in 
LIWP

Average reduction in energy 
consumption of 22.5%

Total average annual bill savings 
of $998.74



Customers with EE and Solar 
Photovoltaic

Average 67% in energy savings
and

Average annual bill savings of $2573



SO YES!!!
WE HAVE

FOR THOUSANDS OF FARMWORKERS

1.  DECREASED SUBSTANTIALLY THEIR 
CARBON FOOTPRINT  

AND
2.        INCREASED SUBSTATIALLY THEIR 

DISPOSABLE INCOME
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