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Ben Russak Director, Public Partnerships, Liberty Hill Foundation

Gabe Carrillo Community Organizer, Pacoima Beautiful

Ashley Loville Healthy Equity Programs Manager, Social Justice Learning Institute

Lina Mira Executive Director, Latino/Latina Roundtable

Martha Lozano Community Organizer, Redeemer Community Partnership

Introductions



emPOWER and Liberty Hill Foundation

● At the epicenter of Social Justice in LA County since 1976

● 1980s: Focus on Environmental Justice

● emPOWER launched in 2019

● Regional Hub Model

○ Coalition of Community Based Organizations

○ Liberty Hill: Centralized Administrator and Technical Assistance



CVRP Investments by 
Census Tract

Underinvestment occurs in highest ranked 
disadvantaged communities

MOST POLLUTED

LEAST INVESTED

CalEnviroScreen 3.0 
DAC Census Tracts



Strategy #1: Reach Most Impacted Communities

Focus on More Isolated “Frontline” Communities

• 84% of all households in DACs

• 62% of DACs in top 10% of CalEnviroScreen 3.0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6v248nh7MjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6v248nh7MjU


Strategy #2: Integrated Program Outreach



Strategy 3: Maximize Funding to CBOs
$2.2m over 3 Years



“Pacoima Beautiful is a 

grassroots environmental justice 

organization that provides 

education, impacts local policy, 

and supports local arts and 

culture in order to promote a 

healthy and sustainable San 

Fernando Valley”

Pacoima Beautiful
Planting grassroots since 1996



● Three years with EmPOWER but 

many more with Liberty Hill

● 284 individual families have 

applied for Empower

● Replace Your Ride and the 

refrigerator program have also 

been a great help to our 

members

Pacoima Beautiful

Impact on Organization



● The addition of the smog repair program 

has peaked the interest of new and old 

members

● To date, following social distancing 

protocol, we have had six in person 

workshops to aid in filling out applications

● Social media (FB, IG, Twitter) has 

assisted us in reaching more people and 

due to the influx of interest we are 

expanding to new areas

Pacoima Beautiful

Impact on Community



“We are dedicated to improving the health, education, 

and well being of youth and communities of color by 

empowering them to enact social change through 

research, training, and community mobilization.”

● SJLI x Empower- 3 years

● Providing useful, real time resources for community 

members in conjunction with housing advocacy 

and most recently with COVID relief.

Social Justice  

Learning Institute
Inglewood, CA

Empowering Through Education

Creating Thriving Communities

Changing Systems



This work helps shape what it looks like 

to help create thriving communities by 

working to expand access to resources 

that enable residents to be healthy and 

thrive. 

Social Justice  

Learning Institute

Community & Impact



“The Latino/a Roundtable of the San Gabriel and 

Pomona Valley works to improve quality of life and 

socio-economic justice for the Latinx community 

and those facing inequities through advancing 

education, leadership development, and civic 

participation.”

● 2nd year with the emPOWER coalition

● Expansion into the Inland Empire

Latino/a Roundtable
of the San Gabriel & Pomona Valley



● Our region is home to distinct climate change 

and environmental issues

● emPOWER is critical to our community:

○ Created an environmental justice space for 

working people and Latinx folks around 

sustainability and resources

○ Many programs bring hope and a solution to 

unresolved situations

Latino/a Roundtable
emPOWER in our Community



● Conversations and skill building sessions, 

focused on relevant issues responding to 

community concerns

○ Ex: Urban farming, zoom for beginners

● During the pandemic, emPOWER became 

synonymous with resources and support. 

● LRT aims to empower our community and 

share resources, especially during a time that 

caused stress and uncertainty. 

Latino/a Roundtable
Our Work & Impact



● Continue to create programming and 

opportunities for us to learn with the 

community 

● Continue expanding to the Inland Empire 

● Promote conversation and facilitate 

conversions geared towards solutions to some 

of the common challenges that we face in this 

region. 

Latino/a Roundtable
Goals & Lessons Learned



Redeemer Community 

Partnership

“Redeemer Community Partnership was created in 1992, and 

we have been serving South LA  for almost 30 years. Policy 

focus is education, environmental and social justice, active 

transportation infrastructure, and community sustainability.  

Our mission is to create a safe, healthy, opportunity-rich 

community where children and their families thrive. The 

population in the neighborhoods we serve is culturally diverse, 

but it has strong ties and commitment to work together to 

improve our community.”



● Working in partnership with Liberty Hill/emPOWER for 2 years

● Pilot through the online FB campaign; other outreach methods include organic flyer 

distribution in corner bodegas, neighborhood schools, and churches.  

○ More than 1000 intake forms; 

○ 200 people referred to clean vehicle programs; 35+ approved for grants; more 

○ 350 people referred to CAP,  

○ Approximately 100 people retired vehicles or received smog repair support

○ many more received ratepayer subsidies with Edison, LADWP and Gas 

Company

Redeemer Community 

Partnership



● Since partnering with Liberty Hill, RCP hired a coordinator dedicated 

only to emPOWER and currently considering an additional intake 

hire for the large sums of incoming calls. 

● Reached approximately 200  people in 2 weeks after our first social 

media pilot, and another 200 people in 3 weeks after an ABC news 

piece. 

● Working with emPOWER has been an amazing tool to help our 

community, learn as an organization, create a rapport with new 

members of our community, and to strengthen our relationships with 

old members.  

Redeemer Community 

Partnership



● emPOWER as an opportunity to help families during Covid-19, with 

referrals from private organizations, hospitals, or social workers from 

the Department of Public Social Services in the LA County, but most 

impactful referrals come from word of mouth and networks of trust

● Increasing interest on EV programs but there are not enough 

programs to satisfy the interest. Another program that has been 

successful is CAP, to retire and to repair

● It has been a great opportunity to meet new people and to be able to 

walk together looking for solutions and creating community. 

Redeemer Community 

Partnership



WHAT DOES A

HEALTHY AND

SUSTAINABLE

COMMUNITY LOOK 

LIKE TO YOU? 


