LIOB Water Committee Meeting Agenda

August 12, 2014
Commission Hearing Room A 

10 AM – Noon
Conference Call in Number 866-528-2256  8434796#


1. Introductions
2. Opening Comments from Committee Members

3. Opening Comments from Other LIOB Members/Commissioners/Commission Staff

4. Public Comment 

5. California Drought

a. On January 17 Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. issued a drought emergency proclamation following three dry or critically dry years in California. Extreme drought now covers nearly 80 percent of the state and these conditions will likely continue into the foreseeable future.

b. On July 15, 2014 the State Water Resources Control Board issued  emergency regulations that prohibit each of the following, except in case of health or safety needs or to comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by a state or federal agency: 

· The direct application of water to any hard surface for washing. 

· Watering of outdoor landscapes that cause runoff to adjacent property, non-irrigated areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots or structures. 

· Using a hose to wash an automobile, unless the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle. 

· Using potable water in a fountain or decorative water feature, unless the water is recirculated. 
c. Besides the Regulation the prohibits various water uses – the SWRCB also has stated that:

· Violations of prohibited activities are considered infractions and are punishable by fines of $500 for each day in which the violation occurs. Any employee of a public agency charged with enforcing laws may write and issue a ticket to the violator.
· Require urban water suppliers to implement their Water Shortage Contingency Plans at a level that triggers mandatory restrictions on outdoor water use.
· Require reports that include the amount of potable water the supplier produced in the preceding month and an estimate of gallons of water per person per day used by its customers will be submitted to the State Water Board by the 15th of each month.

d. The Regulations are effective on August 1, 2014 for all non-IOWU and as soon as possible for IOU’s

e. The Commission will issue a Resolution (hopefully August 14) to address the requirements and how IOU’s will need to comply

i. Customer Notifications
ii. Amend Rules to add in Use Activity Restrictions

iii. Follow Reporting Standards
6. New/Existing Legislation, Rules, Practices or Procedures – See Attached Memo
7. Water-Energy Nexus OIR
a. See attached Revised scoping memo
8. Balanced Rates OIR

a. Proposed Decision – See Attached
b. Some changes may be forthcoming
9. Chrome VI Regulation

a. On Tuesday, April 15, 2014, under pressure to meet the deadline set for that date by the Superior Court in the pending Natural Resources Defense Council v. California Department of Public Health, the California Department of Public Health ("CDPH") submitted its proposed final regulation package establishing the country's first-ever drinking water Maximum Contaminant Level ("MCL") for hexavalent chromium ("Chromium 6") to the Office of Administrative Law ("OAL").
b. Level at 10 ppb

c. Cost could be at or above $3 million per site

d. Fairly modest requirements for IOU’s

e. More dramatic impact on smaller utilities.  These utilities may not be able to comply

10. Current Class A Water Proceedings
a. Cal Am Settlement

i. New Low Income Program

ii. Low Rate Increase (some Decreases)
b. California Water Service PD
i. The Settlement proposes an enhanced LIRA Program which increases the $12 LIRA credit cap to $18 for non-RSF districts, and to $30 for RSF districts.
ii. The LIRA program will be funded by an estimated surcharge of 2.313% applied to a customer’s monthly service charge and quantity charges. The LIRA surcharge applies to all customers in all districts, except for LIRA customers.

11. Other Business

12. Closing Remarks

13. Adjourn
