SUMMARY OF LOW INCOME RELATED BILLS (as of July 2016)

	Bill / Author
	TOPIC
	Existing Law
	Proposed Change(s) to Existing Law

	AB 1180

GARCIA, C
	Rates and charges for water service: payment transaction fees.
	The CPUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical, gas, and water corporations (utility), and is authorized to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and require that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. A utility can offer credit card and debit card bill payment options, if approved by the CPUC and, upon approval, authorizes a utility to recover, through an individual customer transaction fee, reasonable transaction costs incurred by the utility from those customers that choose those methods of payment. Existing law includes statements of legislative intent relative to utilities offering customers the option to pay by credit card or debit card.
	Would, until 1/1/2022, authorize a water corporation with 2,000+ service connections to seek CPUC approval, through its general rate case application, to operate a pilot program designed to evaluate customer interest in, and utilization of, bill payment options, including, but not limited to, credit card, debit card, and prepaid card bill payment options, and to assess the cost-effectiveness of, and customer interests served by, customer access to those bill payment options. Would prohibit pilot program costs from being collected from low-income customers who participate in specified programs. Would require the CPUC, in consultation with the Low-Income Oversight Board, by 7/1/2020 to submit a report to the Legislature that evaluates the usefulness of an individual customer transaction fee and includes a recommendation regarding individual customer transaction fees for credit card, debit card, and prepaid card bill payments accepted by water corporations.

	AB 2460

IRWIN
	Solar thermal systems.
	The Solar Water Heating and Efficiency Act of 2007, until 8/1/2017, requires the CPUC, if it determines that a solar water heating program is cost effective for ratepayers and in the public interest, to implement a program to promote the installation of 200,000 solar water heating systems in homes, businesses, and buildings or facilities of eligible customer classes receiving natural gas service throughout the state by 2017. The Act establishes the maximum funding for the program, for the collective service territories of all gas corporations, at $250M. The act, until 8/1/2017, requires the governing body of each publicly owned utility providing gas service to retail end-use customers to adopt, implement, and finance a solar water heating system incentive program to encourage the installation of 200,000 solar water heating systems by 2017.
	Would extend the program through 7/31/2022, revise the program to, among other things, promote the installation of solar thermal systems throughout the state, set the max funding for the program between 1/1/2017 and 7/31/2022 at $250M, and reserve 50% of the total program budget for the installation of solar thermal systems in low-income residential housing or in buildings in disadvantaged communities. Would also require the governing body of each publicly owned utility providing gas service, until 8/1/2022, to adopt, implement, and finance a solar thermal system incentive program. 

	AB 2570

QUIRK
	Telecommunications: universal service: reimbursement claims
	The CPUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including telephone corporations. The Moore Universal Telephone Service Act establishes the Universal Lifeline Telephone Service program in order to provide low-income households with access to affordable basic residential telephone service. The Moore Act requires that a lifeline telephone service subscriber be provided with one lifeline subscription, as defined by the CPUC, at his or her principal place of residence.
	Would prohibit the CPUC from reimbursing a telephone corporation for a reimbursement claim for providing lifeline service to a new subscriber who enrolls for service with the telephone corporation if the subscriber enrolled for lifeline service with another telephone corporation within the previous 60 days. Would require the CPUC to reimburse a telephone corporation providing lifeline service within 90 days of the date the telephone corporation submits a reimbursement claim. If the CPUC does not reimburse a telephone corporation for a reimbursement claim for lifeline service within 90 days, the bill would require the CPUC to pay interest to the telephone corporation except under specified circumstances.

	AB 2715

GARCIA, E
	Agricultural Working Poor Energy Efficient Housing Program.
	Establishes the Department of Community Services and Development and requires the department to administer, among other things, the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. Requires the department to develop and administer the Energy Efficiency Low-Income Weatherization Program and to expend moneys appropriated by the Legislature for the purposes of the program.
	Would require the department to develop and administer the Agricultural Working Poor Energy Efficient Housing Program and to expend moneys appropriated by the Legislature for the purposes of the program to improve energy efficiency in farmworker-owned housing. Would require the department to report to the Legislature on the program on balances and expenditures, households reached, demographics of the households reached, measures funded, and energy savings.

	SB 1414

WOLK
	Energy
	The Energy Commission must prescribe, by regulation, building design and construction standards and energy and water conservation design standards for new residential and nonresidential buildings. A new appliance manufactured on or after the effective date of the operating efficiency standards to be sold or offered for sale in the state unless it is certified by the manufacturer to be in compliance with those standards.
	Would require the Energy Commission, by 1/1/ 2019 to approve a plan that will promote the installation of central air conditioning and heat pumps in compliance with specified regulations. Would authorize the Energy Commission to adopt regulations to increase compliance with permitting and inspection requirements for central air conditioning and heat pumps and associated sales and installations, consistent with that plan.
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