SUMMARY OF LOW INCOME RELATED BILLS

	Bill / Author
	TOPIC
	Existing Law
	Proposed Change(s) to Existing Law

	SB 418

JACKSON
	Low-income energy efficiency ($)
	Existing law requires the Commission to establish a program of assistance to low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the CA Alternate Rates for Energy or CARE program. The law requires that CARE and other programs provided to low-income  gas and electricity customers be funded at not less than 1996 authorized levels based on an assessment of customer need.
	SB 418 would require CARE and other low income programs provided be funded at not less than 2000 authorized levels based on an assessment of customer need.

	SB 668

FULLER
	CARE Program (SPOT)
	Existing law authorizes the Commission to approve the rates and charges for every investor-owned utility and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. The law also requires the CPUC to designate a baseline quantity of electricity and gas necessary for the average residential customer, and requires that electrical and gas corps file rates and charges, providing for baseline rates. The law requires the CPUC to avoid excessive rate increases for residential customers. 
	SB 668 would make technical, non-substantive changes to the CARE program.  
Note: This is considered a “Spot Bill” or placeholder for a future bill on another issue. It is expected that the current content will be eliminated and replaced so the bill text does not provide any details and is considered non-substantive. (This also applies to SB 743 and SB 805)

	SB 743

STEINBERG
	Electricity Rates (SPOT) ($)
	Existing law requires the Commission to designate a baseline quantity of electricity and gas necessary to supply a significant portion of the reasonable energy needs of the average residential customer. The law further requires that electrical and gas corps file rates and charges providing for baseline rates. The law requires the Commission to establish a program of assistance to specified low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the CA Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program. Existing law provides for CARE rate increases based upon the annual percentage increase in benefits under the CalWORKs program.
	SB 743 would replace the existing authorization to increase CARE rates based upon the annual percentage increase in benefits under the CalWORKs program and instead authorize the Commission to increase the rates in effect for CARE program participants for electricity usage, up to 130% of baseline quantities, by the annual percentage increase of the Consumer Price Index from the prior year. The increase would not exceed 4% per year, and would be subject to the limitation that the CARE rates not exceed 80% of the corresponding rates charged to residential customers not participating in the CARE program.  This bill if implemented would increase rates for low income customers.

	AB 327

PEREA
	Retail rate reform ($)
	Existing law requires the Commission to designate a baseline quantity of electricity and gas necessary to supply a significant portion of the reasonable energy needs of the average residential customer and requires that electrical and gas corps file rates and charges providing for baseline rates. Existing law requires the Commission to avoid excessive rate increases for residential customers. The law requires the Commission to establish a program of assistance to specified low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the CA Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program. 
	AB 327 would repeal the limitations upon increasing the electric service rates of residential customers, including the rate increase limitations applicable to electric service provided to CARE customers. When the Commission approves changes to electric service rates charged to residential customers, the bill would require the Commission to determine that the changes are reasonable and necessary to ensure that rates paid by residential customers are fair, equitable, and reflect the costs to serve those customers. The bill would require the Commission to consider specified principles in approving any changes to electric service rates and would require an annual report to the Legislature with findings and recommendations relating to tiered residential electric service rates in a specified rulemaking by January 31, 2014. The bill would delete the current statement of Legislative intent that CARE program participants be afforded the lowest possible electric and gas rates and, to the extent possible, be exempt from additional surcharges attributable to the energy crisis of 2000-2001. 

	AB 922 PATTERSON
	Public utilities: rates: CARE program ($)
	Existing law requires the Commission to designate a baseline quantity of electricity and gas necessary for a significant portion of the reasonable energy needs of the average residential customer, and requires that electrical and gas corporations file rates and charges providing for baseline rates. The law requires the Commission to avoid excessive rate increases for residential customers. The act requires Commission  to establish a program of assistance to low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the CA Alternate Rates for Energy or CARE program. A violation of the act is a crime.   


	AB 922 would require the CARE application process to require an applicant to submit proof of income when applying for enrollment. The bill would require the applicant to submit the information under the penalty of perjury. Because the bill would create a new crime, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program and would require an electrical or gas corporation to conduct random audits to participants in the CARE program to ensure continued eligibility. The bill would impose specified penalties, including a monetary penalty, on participants found to be ineligible and would require the electrical or gas corporation to establish a procedure by which a participant may challenge the finding of ineligibility. The bill would specify the manner in which the monetary penalty is to be used. 

	AB 217

BRADFORD
	Low-income solar incentives ($) (2/3)
	Commission Decisions authorized the CA Solar Initiative. Existing law requires the Commission to ensure that not less than 10% of the funds for the CA Solar Initiative are utilized for the installation of solar energy systems, as defined, on low-income residential housing. Pursuant to this requirement, the Commission adopted decisions that established the Single-Family Affordable Solar Homes Program (SASH) and the Multifamily Affordable Solar Housing Program (MASH), which provide monetary incentives for the installation of solar energy systems on low-income residential housing. The SASH and MASH programs are expected to operate until December 31, 2015, or until budgeted funds are exhausted, whichever occurs sooner
	AB 217 would require the PUC to adopt a program to provide monetary incentives for the installation of solar energy systems on low-income residential housing commencing January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2021[based roughly on SASH and MASH]. This bill would require the program to be funded by charges collected from customers of specified investor-owned utilities. The bill would prohibit the total cost of the program from exceeding $108,000,000. This bill would establish the Low Income Solar Energy Fund and would require the moneys collected to be deposited therein, and be made available to the Commission.

	SB 805

DE LEON
	Water: low-income rate relief (SPOT)

	Existing law requires the Commission to consider, and implement programs to provide rate relief for low-income ratepayers of a water corporation and to provide appropriate incentives and capabilities to achieve water conservation goals.
	SB 805 would make a technical, non-substantive change in these provisions.
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