SUMMARY OF LOW INCOME RELATED BILLS

	Bill / Author
	TOPIC
	Existing Law
	Proposed Change(s) to Existing Law

	AB 687

HERNANDEZ
	Direct access priority ($)

2-Year Bill
	Direct transactions between electricity suppliers and retail customers are authorized, suspended by statutes enacted during the energy crisis of 2000-01. Existing law continues the suspension of direct transactions except as expressly authorized until Legislative repeal or authorization.
	AB 687 would require the PUC, when authorizing additional direct transactions for retail nonresidential end-use customers, to provide the highest priority to acquire electric services from other providers to entities treating and remediating groundwater that a federal, state, or local agency identifies as contaminated if the entity is a public drinking water system serving a disadvantaged or severely disadvantaged community. The bill would require the entity treating and remediating contaminated groundwater to use moneys saved as a result of the direct transaction for activities related to the treatment and remediation of the groundwater. 

	AB 1407

BRADFORD
	CA Lifeline ($)
2-Year Bill
	Existing law, the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, establishes a program of cooperative federalism for the regulation of telecommunications to attain the goal of local competition, while implementing specific, predictable, and sufficient federal and state mechanisms to preserve and advance universal service, consistent with certain universal service principles. Under the act, universal service is an evolving level of telecommunications services that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is required to establish periodically, taking into account advances in telecommunications and information technologies and services. Pursuant to the act, the FCC has established and revised a lifeline program that is available for qualifying low-income consumers.
	AB 1407 would recast the Moore Universal Telephone Service Act so that to provide a defined household having a defined eligible customer high-quality voice communications service at affordable rates. The bill would state the intent of the Legislature to ensure that California residents have access to technologies and services and to promote technological neutrality by giving lifeline customers the ability to choose the communications provider and service that best meet their unique needs, while encouraging providers to participate in the lifeline program.

	AB 1434

YAMADA
	Low-income water programs ($)
	Under existing law, the PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including water corporations. Existing law authorizes the PUC to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. Existing law requires the PUC to consider, and authorizes the PUC to implement, programs to provide rate relief for low-income ratepayers of a water corporation. 
	AB 1434 would require the PUC to implement a program to provide rate relief for low-income ratepayers of a water corporation.

	AB 1693

PEREA
	Small independent telephone corporations: rates ($)
	The PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including telephone corporations. Existing law authorizes the PUC to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. Existing law, with certain exceptions, prohibits a public utility from changing any rate, except upon a showing before the PUC and a finding by the PUC that the new rate is justified. Existing law requires the PUC  to exercise its regulatory authority to maintain the California High-Cost Fund-A Program to provide universal service rate support to small independent telephone corporations in amounts sufficient to meet the revenue requirements established by the commission through rate-of-return regulation in furtherance of the state’s universal service commitment to the continued affordability and widespread availability of safe, reliable, high-quality communications services in rural areas of the state.
	AB 1693 would require a final PUC decision on a general rate case (GRC) of a small independent telephone corporation no later than 330 days after the corporation's filing of its GRC application or advice letter. If the PUC fails to issue a final decision by the 330th day, the bill would provide that the application or advice letter is deemed approved and the rate design proposed by the small independent telephone corporation in its application or advice letter will take effect on the first day of the first month that begins more than 30 days following the expiration of the 330-day period.

	AB 1717

PERA
	Prepaid wireless surcharge collections ($)
	The Emergency Telephone Users Surcharge Act generally imposes a surcharge on amounts paid by every person in the state for intrastate telephone service to provide revenues sufficient to fund "911" emergency telephone system costs. Amounts are determined annually by the Office of Emergency Services, and upon collection are paid to the State Board of Equalization on a monthly basis by the telephone service supplier and are deposited into the State Treasury to the credit of the State Emergency Telephone Number Account in the General Fund, to be expended for limited purposes, including to pay the Department of General Services for its costs in administration of the "911" emergency telephone number system.
	Would establish a prepaid MTS surcharge, as defined, based upon a percentage of the sales price of each retail transaction that occurs in this state for prepaid mobile telephony services. The prepaid MTS surcharge would include the emergency telephone users surcharge, as defined, and PUC surcharges. The bill would require a seller to collect the prepaid MTS surcharge from a prepaid consumer and remit the amounts collected to the State Board of Equalization. The bill would require the board, after deducting its administrative expenses, to deposit the amounts collected for the emergency telephone users surcharge into the Prepaid MTS 911 Account and to deposit the amounts collected for PUC surcharges into the Prepaid MTS PUC Account in the Prepaid Mobile Telephony Services Surcharge Fund, which the bill would establish in the State Treasury. The bill would require the commission to annually compute for prepaid mobile telephony services the commission's reimbursement fee and 6 universal service program surcharges, to post notice of those fees and surcharges on its Internet Web site, and to notify the State Board of Equalization and the Office of Emergency Services of the amounts and the computation method used to determine the amounts, which would be adjusted, as specified, and together would be the PUC surcharges.

	AB 2017

MURATSUCHI 
	On-bill repayment ($)
	Under existing law, the PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations, as defined. Existing law authorizes the PUC to fix the rates and charges for every public utility and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. 
	AB 2017 would authorize the PUC to require an electrical or gas corporation with 250,000 or more service connections to develop and implement an on-bill repayment program providing financial assistance for energy efficiency, renewable energy, distributed generation, energy storage, or demand response improvements for rental properties by allowing for the repayment of the financial assistance to be included in the utility customer's utility bill.

	AB 2218

BRADFORD
	Food bank energy discounts ($)
	Under existing law, the PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations. The PUC is authorized to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and those rates and charges must be just and reasonable. Existing law requires the PUC to establish a program of assistance to low-income electric and gas customers, referred to as the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program. The CARE program provides lower rates to low-income customers that are financed through a separate rate component, that is required to be a nonbypassable element of the local distribution service and collected on the basis of usage. Eligibility for the CARE program is for those electric and gas customers with annual household incomes that are no greater than 200% of the federal poverty guideline levels. 
	AB 2218 would require the PUC to establish a program of electric and gas service rate assistance to food banks, as defined, with specified discounts to be provided in the form of a reduction in the overall bill for the eligible food bank customer.

	AB 2272

GRAY
	Prevailing wage for CASF projects ($)
	Existing law defines the term "public works" for purposes of requirements regarding the payment of prevailing wages. Existing law generally defines "public works" to include construction, alteration, demolition, installation, or repair work done under contract and paid for in whole or in part out of public funds. Existing law makes a willful violation of laws relating to the payment of prevailing wages on public works a misdemeanor. 
	AB 2272 would revise the definition of "public works" to also include projects funded by the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF). 

	AB 2636

GATTO
	CalConserve Water Use Efficiency Revolving Fund ($)
	The California Constitution requires the reasonable and beneficial use of water.
	AB 2636 would establish the CalConserve Water Use Efficiency Revolving Fund administered by the Department of Water Resources and would continuously appropriate moneys in the fund, without regard to fiscal year, to the department, for the purpose of water use efficiency projects. This bill would require moneys in the fund to be used for purposes that include, but are not limited to, at-or-below market interest rate loans and would permit the department to enter into agreements with local governments or investor-owned utilities that provide water or recycled water service to provide loans.

	AB 2672

PEREA
	Gas service extension ($)
	The PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical and gas corporations, as defined. Existing law authorizes the PUC to fix the rates and charges for every public utility, and requires that those rates and charges be just and reasonable. Existing law requires the PUC to establish various programs that provide assistance to low-income electric and gas customers.
	AB 2672 would require the PUC to develop a program, through an existing or new proceeding, to enable disadvantaged communities in the San Joaquin Valley to finance the cost of extending natural gas service within those communities. The bill would impose specified requirements on a gas corporation that provides natural gas service in the San Joaquin Valley in connection with the program. The bill would require the PUC to identify potential sources of funds that may be allocated to the program to reduce the cost to disadvantaged communities of extending gas service under the program.

	SB 936

MONNING
	Water infrastructure financing ($)
	The PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including water corporations. Existing law authorizes the PUC to fix just and reasonable rates and charges. The existing Monterey Peninsula Water Management District Law establishes the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District and provides for its powers and purposes.
	SB 936 would authorize the PUC to issue financing orders to facilitate the recovery, financing, or refinancing of water supply costs, defined to mean reasonable and necessary costs incurred or expected to be incurred by a qualifying water utility undertaking water supply activities, as specified. The bill would authorize the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District to issue water rate relief bonds if the PUC finds that the bonds will provide savings to water customers on the Monterey Peninsula, as specified.

	SB 1090

FULLER
	Central Valley Time-of-Use Rates ($)
	The PUC has regulatory authority over public utilities, including electrical corporations, as defined. Existing law permits the PUC to authorize an electrical corporation to offer residential customers the option of receiving service pursuant to time-variant pricing, as defined, and to participate in other demand reduction response programs, but prohibits the PUC from authorizing an electrical corporation to employ mandatory or default time-variant pricing for any residential customer, except that beginning January 1, 2018, the PUC may require or authorize an electrical corporation to employ default time-of-use pricing for residential customers, subject to specified limitations and conditions.
	SB 1090 would require the PUC to make specified findings before it could require or authorize an electrical corporation to employ default time-of-use pricing to residential customers and would require the commission to submit its findings to the Legislature not less than 12 months prior to requiring or authorizing an electrical corporation to employ default time-of-use pricing for residential customers.

	SB 1364

FULLER
	CA High Cost Funds Extension ($)
	Existing law, the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, establishes a program of cooperative federalism for the regulation of telecommunications to attain the goal of local competition, while implementing specific, predictable, and sufficient federal and state mechanisms to preserve and advance universal service, consistent with certain universal service principles. The universal service principles include the principle that consumers in all regions of the nation, including low-income consumers and those in rural, insular, and high cost areas, should have access to telecommunications and information services, including interexchange services and advanced telecommunications and information services, that are reasonably comparable to those services provided in urban areas and that are available at rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged for similar services in urban areas.
	SB 1364 would extend the repeal date of the CHCF-A program and CHCF-B program requirements until January 1, 2019.
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