Legislative Summary

As of January 7, 2009

SENATE BILL No. 14

Introduced by Senators Simitian, Kehoe, Padilla, and Steinberg (Coauthor: Senator Leno) on December 1, 2008
Summary

1. This bill codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines. It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal cents-per-kilowatt-hour or cents-per therm basis from all classes of customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.

2. The bill would require the PUC to require electrical corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs, designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014, particularly targeting those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures, 

3. This bill would delete the prohibition that the PUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the PUC to increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations. 

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_14_bill_20081201_introduced.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 64

Introduced by Assembly Members Krekorian, Bass, and Blakeslee on December 9, 2008

Summary 
1. This bill would recast the renewables portfolio standard program, to be operative on January 1, 2011 and set new procurement targets for retail sellers and local publicly owned utilities. Both retail sellers and local utilities would have to procure a specified percentage of the total electricity delivered to retail customers, from eligible renewable energy sources by the given dates : (1) At least 20% of the electricity by December 31, 2010. (2) At least 25% of the electricity by December 31, 2015. (3) At least 35% of the electricity by December 31. 2020.  (4) Goal of procuring at least 50% of the electricity by December 31, 2035. 

2. The bill would require the commission to -

· Establish annual procurement targets for retail sellers 

· Annually establish and adopt a benchmark price for electricity generated by an eligible renewable energy resource.

3. This bill would establish the Renewables Infrastructure Authority, with powers and responsibilities, for the purposes of financing projects and programs, to build eligible renewable energy resources and electric transmission lines.

Link-  http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0051-0100/ab_64_bill_20081209_introduced.pdf
SENATE BILL No. 32

Introduced by Senator Negrete McLeod on December 2, 2008

Summary

1. SB 32 is a reintroduction of last year's SB 1714, relating to renewable electric generation facilities. This bill changes the criteria for an electric generation facility.

2. This bill would require a local publicly owned electric utility that sells electricity at retail to 75,000 or more customers to adopt and implement a tariff for electricity purchased from an electric generation facility and that the electricity purchased count towards meeting  utility’s renewables portfolio standard annual procurement targets.

Link:http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_32_bill_20081202_introduced.pdf
