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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
In the Matter of the Application of Southwest Gas 
Corporation (U 905 G) for Approval of Program 
Years 2007-2008 Low-Income Assistance Program 
Budgets. 

 
Application 06-06-002 

(Filed June 1, 2006) 

In the Matter of the Application of PACIFICORP 
(U 901 E) for Approval of 2007 and 2008 Low-
Income Assistance Program Budgets. 

 
Application 06-06-003 

(Filed June 1, 2006) 

In the Matter of the Application of West Coast 
Gas Company (U 910 G) for Approval of Program 
Years 2007 and 2008 Low-Income Assistance 
Program Budgets. 

 
Application 06-06-007 

(Filed June 5, 2006) 

In the Matter of the Application of Sierra Pacific 
Power Company (U 903 E) for Approval of its 
2007 and 2008 Low Income Energy Efficiency and 
California Alternate Rates for Energy Plans and 
Budgets. 

 

Application 06-06-009 
(Filed June 1, 2006) 

In the Matter of the Application of Alpine 
Natural Gas Company Operating Company 
No. 1 LLC (U 909 G) for Approval of  Program 
Years 2007-2008 Low Income Assistance Program 
Budgets. 

 

Application 06-06-011 
(Filed June 7, 2006) 

In the Matter of the Application of Golden State 
Water Company for an Order Approving Its Low 
Income Energy Efficiency and California 
Alternate Rates for Energy Plans and Budgets for 
Program Year 2007 and 2008. 

 
 

Application 06-07-008 
(Filed July 10, 2006) 
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ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S SCOPING MEMO AND RULING 

 
This scoping memo and ruling follows a telephonic prehearing conference 

conducted by Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Kim Malcolm in these 

proceedings on August 9, 2006.  It reschedules dates for filing comments on the 

staff report, addresses the scope of the proceedings, and consolidates these 

proceedings with Application (A.) 06-07-008, Golden State Water Company, 

which filed for Bear Valley Electric Service (Bear Valley). 

Scope of Issues 
Each utility application in these consolidated proceedings proposes 

program budgets, plans and policies for its low income energy efficiency (LIEE) 

and California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE).  The scope of issues in these 

consolidated proceedings should be the issues raised in the applications and any 

related policy matters.       

Proceeding Schedule 
In a ruling dated August 4, 2006, the assigned ALJ set forth a schedule that 

the parties have subsequently agreed should be changed. Therefore, the new 

schedule is as follows: 

Utilities file corrections to numbers                     August 25, 2006 

Comments on Energy Division Staff Report          September 4, 2006 

Replies to comments             September 18, 2006 

It is my intent that the conduct of these proceedings minimize 

administrative burdens on the small utility applicants and that the Commission 

issue a timely decision that encourages the successful implementation of LIEE 

and CARE programs in utility territories.  The assigned ALJ may modify this 
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schedule as necessary for the efficient and effective management of these 

proceedings. 

Pursuant to Pub. Util. Code § 1701.5,1 this scoping memo clarifies that all 

issues in both phases of these proceedings are likely to be resolved within 

18 months of this scoping memo.   

Consolidation of Bear Valley  
The application of Bear Valley for approval of LIEE and CARE programs, 

A.06-07-008, is hereby consolidated with these proceedings.  The purpose of this 

consolidation is to simplify notice, service, and information exchange in these 

proceedings. 

Notice of Prehearing Conference 
It has come to my attention that some parties may not have received notice 

of the August 9 prehearing conference in these consolidated proceedings, which 

was scheduled in the ALJ’s August 4 ruling.  The matters addressed at the 

prehearing conference are described herein, namely, scheduling changes and the 

ALJ’s intent to consolidate Bear Valley with these proceedings.  If any party who 

was not served with the August 4, 2006 ruling believes the Commission should 

revisit these procedural matters or address other matters that are not addressed 

here, that party should contact the assigned ALJ for such accommodation.  

Applicable Ex Parte Rules, Category of Proceeding, and Presiding Officer 
The ex parte rules as set forth in Rule 7(c) of the Commission’s Rules of 

Practice and Procedure and § 1701.3(c) apply in this proceeding, which rules 

                                              
1  All section references are to the Public Utilities Code unless otherwise indicated. 
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generally require prior notice to parties of a scheduled meeting with a 

decision-maker, and the filing of an ex parte notice after the meeting. 

The Commission preliminarily determined that these consolidated 

applications are ratesetting proceedings for which hearings are not required.  

This ruling confirms these determinations.  This ruling, as to categorization, is 

appealable under Rule 6.4. 

Dian M. Grueneich is the Assigned Commissioner in these proceedings 

and ALJ Kim Malcolm is the principal hearing officer. 

IT IS RULED that: 

1. The scope and schedule for these proceedings are as set forth herein. 

2. Application 06-07-008 is hereby consolidated with these proceedings. 

Dated August 15, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

  /s/  DIAN M. GRUENEICH 
  Dian M. Grueneich 

Assigned Commissioner 
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INFORMATION REGARDING SERVICE 

 
I have provided notification of filing to the electronic mail addresses on the 

attached service list. 

Upon confirmation of this document’s acceptance for filing, I will cause a 

copy of the filed document to be served upon the service list to this proceeding 

by U.S. mail.  The service list I will use to serve the copy of the filed document is 

current as of today’s date. 

Dated August 15, 2006, at San Francisco, California. 

 
 
 

/s/  ELVIRA NIZ 
Elvira Niz 
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************ APPEARANCES ************  
 
Michael Lamond                           
ALPINE NATURAL GAS OPERATING COMPANY     
PO BOX 550                               
15 ST. ANDREWS ROAD, SUITE 7             
VALLEY SPRINGS CA 95252                  
(209) 772-3006                           
anginc@goldrush.com                           
For: Alpine Natural Gas Operating Company                                      
 
 William W. Westerfield Iii              
Attorney At Law                          
ELLISON,SCHNEIDER&HARRIS L.L.P.          
2015 H STREET                            
SACRAMENTO CA 95814                      
(916) 447-2166                           
www@eslawfirm.com                             
For: Sierra Pacific Power Company                                                        
 
Ronald Moore                             
GOLDEN STATE WATER/BEAR VALLEY ELECTRIC  
630 EAST FOOTHILL BOULEVARD              
SAN DIMAS CA 91773                       
(909) 394-3600 X 682                     
rkmoore@gswater.com                           
For: Golden State Water Company                                                         
 
Shay Labray                              
Manager, Regulatory                      
PACIFICORP                               
825 NE MULTNOMAH, SUITE 2000             
PORTLAND OR 97232                        
(503) 813-6176                           
shayleah.labray@pacificorp.com                
For: PacifiCorp                                                                                      
 
Pamela Gorsuch                           
Project Manager                          
RICHARD HEATH AND ASSOCIATES, INC.       
1026 MANGROVE AVENUE, SUITE 20           
CHICO CA 95926                           
(530) 898-1323                           
pamela@rhainc.com                             
For: Alpine Natural Gas,Sierra Pacific Power,and Southwest Gas    
 
Rashid A. Rashid                         
Legal Division                           
RM. 4107                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-2705                           
rhd@cpuc.ca.gov                         

David M. Norris                          
Attorney At Law                          
SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY             
6100 NEIL ROAD, PO BOX 10100             
RENO NV 89520-0024                       
(775) 834-5696                           
dnorris@sppc.com                              
For: Sierra Pacific Power Company                                                        
 
Pat Franklin                             
Manager Ferc & Calif. Regulatory         
SIERRA PACIFIC POWER COMPANY             
6100 NEIL ROAD                           
RENO NV 89520                            
(775) 834-5824                           
pfranklin@sppc.com                            
For: Sierra Pacific Power Company                                                        
 
Bridget B. Jensen                        
SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION                
PO BOX 98510                             
LAS VEGAS NV 89193-8510                  
(702) 876-7396                           
bridget.jensen@swgas.com                      
For: Southwest Gas Corporation                                                             
 
John P. Hester                           
Senior Vice-President                    
SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION                
PO BOX 98510                             
LASVEGAS NV 89193-8510                   
john.hester@swgas.com                         
For: Southwest Gas Corporation                                                             
 
Raymond J. Czahar                        
Chief Financial Officer                  
WEST COAST GAS CO., INC.                 
9203 BEATTY DR.                          
SACRAMENTO CA 95826-9702                 
(916) 364-4100                           
westgas@aol.com                               
For: West Coast Gas Company                                                                
 
********** STATE EMPLOYEE ***********  
 
Zaida Amaya-Pineda                       
Energy Division                          
770 L STREET, SUITE 1050                 
Sacramento CA 95814                      
(916) 324-8684                           
zca@cpuc.ca.gov                          
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Jeannine Elzey                           
Energy Division                          
AREA 4-A                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-2801                           
jme@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
Hazlyn Fortune                           
Energy Division                          
AREA 4-A                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-1809                           
hcf@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
Kelly Hymes                              
Executive Division                       
RM. 5306                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-5132                           
khy@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
Kim Malcolm                              
Administrative Law Judge Division        
RM. 5005                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-2822                           
kim@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
Sarvjit S. Randhawa                      
Energy Division                          
AREA 4-A                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-2274                           
ssr@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
Terrie J. Tannehill                      
Energy Division                          
AREA 4A                                  
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-1224                           
tjt@cpuc.ca.gov                          
 
 

Steven A. Weissman                       
Administrative Law Judge Division        
RM. 5107                                 
505 VAN NESS AVE                         
San Francisco CA 94102                   
(415) 703-2195                           
saw@cpuc.ca.gov                         
  
********* INFORMATION ONLY **********  
 
Case Administration                      
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY       
ROOM 370                                 
2244 WALNUT GROVE AVENUE                 
ROSEMEAD CA 91770                        
(626) 302-4875                           
case.admin@sce.com                            
 
Stacie Schaffer                          
Attorney At Law                          
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY       
2244 WALNUT GROVE AVENUE, ROOM 390       
ROSEMEAD CA 91770                        
(626) 302-3712                           
stacie.schaffer@sce.com                       
 
Velerie F. Ontiveroz                     
Analyst/State Regulatory Affairs         
SOUTHWEST GAS CORP                       
PO BOX 98510                             
LAS VEGAS NE 89193                       
(702) 876-7323                           
valerie.ontiveroz@swgas.com                   
For: SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION                                            
 
Bobbi J. Sterrett                        
Specialist/State Regulatory Affairs      
SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION                
5241 SPRING MOUNTAIN ROAD                
LAS VEGAS NV 89150-0002                  
(702) 364-3309                           
bobbi.sterrett@swgas.com                      
For: SOUTHWEST GAS CORPORATION                                            
 
 

 
 


