Legislative Summary
SENATE BILL No.  14
Introduced by Senators Simitian, Kehoe, Padilla, and Steinberg on December 1, 2008

Summary

1. This bill would revise the Renewable Energy Resources Program to state the intent of the Legislature to increase the amount of electricity generated from eligible renewable energy resources per year, so that amount equals at least 20% of total retail sales of electricity in California per year by December 31, 2010, and 33% by December 31, 2020.  
2. Also, the amount of electricity generated per year from eligible renewable energy resources is increased to an amount that equals at least 33% of the total electricity sold to retail customers in California per year by December 31, 2020. 

3. This bill requires an accounting system to verify compliance by retail sellers and local publicly owned electric utilities to comply with the renewables portfolio standards program.
4. The bill would require the PUC to prepare and submit to the policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature, annually before February 1, of each year, a report containing detailed information specified in the bill.
As of September 12, 2009, this bill is active and in the Senate Committee on Utilities and Commerce. The Senate has concurred with the Assembly amendments and has been sent this bill to enrollment.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_14_bill_20090912_status.html
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 413
Introduced by Assembly Members Fuentes on February 23, 2009

Summary

1. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cents per kilowatt” or “cents per therm” basis from all classes of gas and electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.
2. This bill would require the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to require electrical (not gas) corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs, designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014, particularly targeting those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
3. This bill would eliminate the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC to increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.

As of September 11, 2009, this bill has been sent to the inactive file on motion of Senator Romero. 
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0401-0450/ab_413_bill_20090911_status.html
SENATE BILL No. 695
Introduced by Senator Kehoe on February 27, 2009

Summary

1. This bill consists of a reintroduction of several components of last year’s SB 14, and mirrors this year’s AB 413, but removes participation from gas corporations.
2. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cent-per-kilowatt hour” basis from all classes of electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.  This rate increase would occur during a specified “phase-in schedule” of three to five years for each electrical corporation.
3. These programs would particularly target those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
4. This bill would delete the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.
5. The bill would require the commission to annually require electrical and gas corporations to study and report to the commission on measures that they recommend be undertaken to limit cost increases.
As of September 8, 2009, this bill is active and in the Senate Committee on Utilities and Commerce. The Senate has concurred with the Assembly amendments and has been sent this bill to enrollment.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0651-0700/sb_695_bill_20090911_status.html
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1316 
Introduced by Assembly Member Ma on February 27, 2009

Summary

1. The LIOB would be required to review and make recommendations on the proposed budgets for low-income electricity, gas, and water programs prior to approval by the Commission. 

2. The President of the CPUC would makes annual appearance to appropriate Legislative committees to report on low income programs and issues. 

3. A State Air Resources Board member would be added to the LIOB. 
4. The LIOB would have to, to the extent possible, garner public input through town hall meetings and forums. 

5. The bill would delete the authority of the board to establish a technical advisory committee but would require the board to establish an advisory committee to assist the board.
As of July 7, 2009, this bill is inactive. The initial hearing was canceled at the request of the author.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1301-1350/ab_1316_bill_20090708_status.html
