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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Proposed Policies and Programs Governing Energy Efficiency, Low-Income Assistance, Renewable Energy and Research Development and Demonstration.


Rulemaking 98-07-037

(Filed July 23, 1998)

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING

REGARDING COMMENTS AND REPLIES TO RECENT FILINGS

On May 10, 2000, the Low-Income Advisory Board (LIAB) filed and served its recommendations on program year 2001 low-income assistance programs.  Per the Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling dated March 26, 1999, comments on LIAB’s recommendations are due by June 5, 2000, and LIAB may reply to those comments by June 12, 2000.  The goal is to issue a final order addressing these recommendations in August, so that the utilities can file their compliance applications to cover program year 2001 activities in September.  

Also, on May 10, 2000, the utilities jointly filed a Phase 1 Report on the Low-Income Weatherization Installation Manual Standardization Project (Standardization Project).
  This project was initiated by Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling dated December 29, 1999, and further clarified on March 2, 2000.   LIAB will be submitting its comments on the joint recommendations presented in the Standardization Project on June 9, 2000.  

Interested parties may also file comments at that time.  Utility responses to comments are due on June 19, 2000.

By this ruling, I also confirm the scope of Phase 2 of the Standardization Project, as outlined in the utilities’ April 27, 2000 letter, as follows:

1) Review and recommend major changes in all four of the utilities’ current program policies and procedures (P&P) manuals and practices, with the goal of consolidating all four manuals into a single consolidated statewide P&P manual, and standardizing all program practices on a statewide basis. 

2) Review all current utility low-income weatherization program forms to make them more uniform. 

3) Standardize current program customer qualification verification procedures and practices. 

4) Review and recommend changes in the current program and measure spending caps to achieve statewide consistency.

5) Recommend changes to align how rental units are treated.

6) Review and revise all current policies and practices related to carbon monoxide/combustion appliance testing.

7) Review and revise a host of other current program policies, practices and activities to increase the consistency of the utilities’ weatherization programs. 

The utilities should file their Phase 2 statewide program standardization recommendations by September 1, 2000 to give the Commission time to solicit comments and adopt Phase 2 standardized procedures for use in the program year 2002 planning cycle.

In reviewing LIAB’s May 10, 2000 comments, I note that LIAB makes recommendations on at least one issue (there may be others upon more careful review) being addressed in Application (A.) 99‑07‑002 et al.  For example, LIAB recommends that utilities provide ongoing training to all low-income energy efficiency program implementers (Recommendation #3).  This recommendation was also presented by LIAB in A.99-07-002 et al., was addressed by other parties, and will be addressed in the Commission’s decision in that proceeding.  Parties commenting on LIAB’s filing should indicate whether there is a potential forum problem associated with any other of LIAB’s recommendations, e.g., the issue is being addressed in A.99‑07‑002 et al. or another proceeding.  

There also appears to be significant overlap between some of LIAB’s recommendations in its May 10, 2000 filing and the issues being addressed through the Standardization Project, either Phase 1 or 2.  For example, LIAB’s Recommendation #4 regarding measure selection criteria is specifically referred to in the Phase 1 Standardization Project report (p 3-3), and there is considerable discussion about that issue in general in the report.  It is not clear from LIAB’s filing whether LIAB now agrees with the joint Phase 1 recommendations on standardization (based on the May 10 report that was presented to LIAB on May 2), or proposes something different.  

In its June 9, 2000 comments, LIAB should clarify which of its May 10 recommendations apply to Phase 1 or Phase 2 standardization issues, and which apply to issues that are not addressed in the utilities’ Phase 1 joint proposal or anticipated to be addressed in Phase 2.  For those recommendations related to standardization, LIAB should also indicate which of them have been accepted by the utilities and reflected in their Phase 1 joint report.  If there are remaining differences between LIAB and the utilities on certain Phase 1 standardization issues, LIAB should clearly describe its position and specifically reference the relevant sections of the joint report that present the utilities’ alternate position.  In this way, I can get a much clearer idea of LIAB’s position with respect to the utilities’ joint recommendations on standardization.    

All comments should be filed at the Commission’s Docket Office and served on all parties and the state service list to this proceeding.  I will also need to be served electronically (meg@cpuc.ca.gov).

Dated May 24, 2000, at San Francisco, California.







Meg Gottstein

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling Regarding Comments and Replies to Recent Filings on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record.

Dated May 24, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



Mae F. Dyson

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.

� The utilities are:  Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company, Southern California Edison Company, and Southern California Gas Company.
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