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PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 VAN NESS AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298

February 23, 2001
RE:  Workshop Notice for Issues Raised in the February 15, 2001 Prehearing Conference on Energy Utility Low-Income Programs

To:  Interested Participants

Pursuant to the directions received from the Administrative Law Judge on February 15, 2001 in Rulemaking 98-07-037 in the prehearing conference on utility applications 00-11-009, 00-11-011, 00-11-012 and 00-11-020, the Public Utilities Commission’s Energy Division will hold 3 public workshops to facilitate public input on the following issues; rapid deployment of any additional and carryover funds for low-income energy efficiency programs, efforts to increase California Alternate Rate for Energy Program (CARE) penetration rates; compliance issues concerning the applications that were raised in prehearing conference statements; and shareholder incentives for program year 2001.

PUBLIC INPUT WORKSHOPS
March 7, 14 and 22, 2001
10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Pacific Energy Center

851 Howard Street
San Francisco, CA
It is anticipated that the workshop on March 7 will include discussions on proposals for the rapid deployment of carryover and any new funds for low-income energy efficiency programs.  The workshop on March 14 will include discussions on proposals to increase CARE penetration rates.  The workshop on March 22 will include discussions on the shareholder incentive mechanism proposed by the utilities for program year 2001 and proposals to satisfy the concerns of parties on utility application compliance issues.  If consensus is reached on any of these issues prior to the close of the meetings, it is possible that discussions will begin on the next issue. Conference call capabilities will be provided by calling 1-888-452-3494 and then by dialing pass code #22726.
Attached to this notice are copies of:

(1) the joint utilities’
 summaries of unspent funds from prior years’ Low-Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) Programs; and 

(2) Latino Issues Forum’s Proposal regarding the California Alternate Rate for Energy Program.

The inclusion of the above documents in this letter does not reflect the position of the Energy Division on these issues.  Energy Division has not reviewed the utilities’ unspent funds summaries for accuracy.  Energy Division is distributing the utility summaries and Latino Issues Forum’s proposal for the convenience of those parties and for the convenience of the recipients. 

To stimulate discussion on the deployment of any additional and/or any unspent funds from prior years’ LIEE programs, interested participants may want to consider issues including, but not limited to:

(1) Are the levels of unspent LIEE funds as presented by the utilities correct?

(2) How should any new funds be allocated between the utilities?

(3) Should new and/or unspent funds be concentrated in program areas that produce the highest energy savings?

(4) Should LIEE carryover funds be available for CARE-related outreach activities during 2001?

(5) Should refrigerators be provided in rental units where the landlord owns the refrigerator?

(6) Should high efficient wall or window air conditioners be provided as part of the LIEE program to replace units that are ten years or older?  And if so, to only owner-occupied units or where the customer owns the unit?

(7) Should high efficient water heaters, ranges, microwaves washers and/or dryers be provided as part of the LIEE program to replace inefficient units?  And if so, to only owner-occupied units or where the customer owns the unit?

(8) Should maintenance be provide on evaporative coolers?

(9) Should duct sealing and repairs be considered as an to addition to the programs?

(10) Should measures provided in other residential programs be considered as additions to the programs?

(11) Should new measures only be considered only after the measure selection criteria is developed by the utilities in the standardization project and adopted by the Commission?

If you cannot attend the workshops and would like to provide written comments on the topics that may be incorporated into the workshop discussions, those comments need to be received by 4 PM on the day prior to the workshop, and should be mailed to Stephen Rutledge at:
Stephen Rutledge 

California Public Utilities Commission 

Energy Division 

505 Van Ness Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Phone: 415-703-1809

Questions regarding the workshop should be addressed to Stephen Rutledge of the Energy Division (phone 415-703-1809; e-mail sjr@cpuc.ca.gov) or Donna Wagoner of the Energy Division (phone 415-703-3175; e-mail dlw@cpuc.ca.gov).

Sincerely,

Stephen Rutledge
Energy Division

cc: Service List in Rulemaking 98-07-037

      Service List in Application 00-11-009, et al

� The Joint Utilities are Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Southern California Gas Company, San Diego Gas and Electric Company and Southern California Edison .





