Legislative Summary
SENATE BILL No. 14

Introduced by Senators Simitian, Kehoe, Padilla, and Steinberg (Coauthor: Senator Leno) on December 1, 2008
Summary

1. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cents per kilowatt” or “cents per therm” basis from all classes of gas and electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.

2. The bill would require the CPUC to require electrical corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs, designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014, particularly targeting those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures, 

3. This bill would delete the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC to increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations. 

As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and has been re- referred to the Committee on Rules.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0001-0050/sb_14_bill_20081201_introduced.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 413
Introduced by Assembly Members Fuentes on February 23, 2009

Summary

1. This bill consists of a reintroduction of several components of last year’s SB 14. 
2. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cents per kilowatt” or “cents per therm” basis from all classes of gas and electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.
3. This bill would require the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to require electrical (not gas) corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs, designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014, particularly targeting those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
4. This bill would eliminate the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC to increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.

As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and has been referred to the Committee on Utilities and Commerce.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0401-0450/ab_413_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf
SENATE BILL No. 695
Introduced by Senator Wright on February 27, 2009

Summary

1. This bill consists of a reintroduction of several components of last year’s SB 14, and mirrors this year’s AB 413, but removes participation from gas corporations.
2. This bill will codify in statute the income eligibility for the CARE program to be at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines.  It would also require that the cost of the program be recovered on an equal “cent-per-kilowatt hour” basis from all classes of electric customers that were subject to the surcharge that funded the CARE program on January 1, 2008.  This rate increase would occur during a specified “phase-in schedule” of three to five years for each electrical corporation.
3. This bill would compel the CPUC to require electrical corporations to deploy enhanced low-income energy efficiency programs designed to reach as many eligible customers as practicable by December 31, 2014.  
4. These programs would particularly target those customers occupying apartment houses or similar multiunit residential structures.
5. This bill would delete the prohibition that the CPUC not increase the electricity charges in effect on February 1, 2001, for residential customers for existing baseline quantities or usage by those customers of up to 130% of then existing baseline quantities.  The bill would authorize the CPUC increase the rates for participants in the CARE program, subject to certain limitations.

As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and may be acted upon on or after 3/30/09.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0651-0700/sb_695_bill_20090227_introduced.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1316 
Introduced by Assembly Member Ma on February 27, 2009

1. The CPUC would assign employees of the Division of Ratepayer Advocates (DRA) to assist the Low Income Oversight Board (LIOB).
2. The LIOB would be required to review and make recommendations on the proposed budgets for low-income electricity, gas, and water programs prior to approval by the Commission.
3. The bill would require the CPUC to report the results of each Low Income Needs Assessment biannually to the Legislature. 
4. The bill would eliminate the LIOB’s authority to establish a technical advisory committee. 
As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and was first read on 3rd March 2009.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0401-0450/ab_413_bill_20090223_introduced.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 758 

Introduced by Assembly Members Skinner and Bass on February 26, 2009.
1. This bill would require the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to develop a comprehensive energy savings program for existing residential and commercial buildings.
2. The bill would require the CPUC to investigate the ability of electrical corporations to provide energy efficiency financing options to their customers to implement the comprehensive program.
3.  The CPUC would be required to authorize an electrical corporation to provide a targeted number of low cost energy efficiency audits each calendar year.  The electrical corporation would recommend to a building owner cost-effective energy efficiency improvements after the completion of the energy audit.  
4. This bill would require a local publicly owned utility to be responsible for implementing the energy efficiency program.
As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and may be acted upon on or after 3/30/09.

Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0751-0800/ab_758_bill_20090226_introduced.pdf
ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1023 

Introduced by Assembly Member Ruskin on February 27, 2009

The California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program requires that a retail seller of electricity, including electrical corporations, purchase a specified minimum percentage of electricity generated by eligible renewable energy resources from an electric generation facility.  According to Section 399.20 of the Public Utilities Code “electric generation facility” means an electric generation facility, owned and operated by a retail customer of an electrical corporation”.
Existing law requires that the electric generation facility have an effective capacity of not more than 1.5 megawatts and this bill would increase that effective capacity to 20 megawatts.
As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and was first read on 3rd March 2009.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1001-1050/ab_1023_bill_20090227_introduced.pdf
SENATE BILL No. 542

Introduced by Senators Wiggins and Strickland on February 27, 2009.

Existing law requires the CPUC to undertake certain steps in implementing the California Solar Initiative.  This bill would require the CPUC, by July 1, 2010, to develop and implement a strategy to expand the participation of multiunit residential and commercial rental properties in utility energy efficiency and solar energy programs and to prepare and submit a report on the program to the Legislature by that date. 
As of 3/10/09, this bill is active and was first read on 3rd March 2009.
Link: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/sen/sb_0501-0550/sb_542_bill_20090227_introduced.pdf
