





October 1, 1998





ADVICE 2106-G/1809-E





Public Utilities Commission of the State of California





Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) hereby submits a forecast of energy savings, benefits, costs, pre-tax shareholder earnings, and proposed funding levels for PG&E’s 1999 California Alternate Rates For Energy (CARE) and Low Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) Programs.  This filing is made in compliance with Decision (D.) 98-05-018, dated May 8, 1998.





D. 98-05-018 extended the period in which utilities will continue to administer low income assistance programs to December 31, 1999.  Ordering Paragraph 4 of D. 98-05-018 requires the utilities to work in consultation with the Low Income Governing Board (LIGB) to develop program plans and budgets for the final year of utility administration of these programs and submit the plans by advice letter on October 1, 1998.  The LIGB has submitted its recommendations for 1999 programs in a letter dated September 1, 1998, to the Commission and the utilities.





Attachment 1 contains a description of the 1999 CARE Program and proposed funding levels.  As reflected in Attachment 1, PG&E supports the LIGB’s recommendations for the CARE Program.  





Attachment 2 contains a description of the 1999 LIEE Program. PG&E will apply all LIGB recommended policy changes and measures with the exception of hard-wired porch light fixtures, evaporative coolers and heating system repair and replacement.  Based on previous experience, there are substantial health and safety issues involved in implementing these measures.  Therefore, PG&E is unable to include these measures until these issues are satisfactorily resolved.  





Attachment 3 contains the evaluation of the Combustion Appliance Safety Testing Pilot Program as directed in D. 98-06-063.   This decision required PG&E to provide the schedule for reporting the results of the pilot program.  However, since the report is complete, it is included in this submission. 





Attachment 4 details the authorized and proposed funding levels for the LIEE Program.





Attachment 5 provides the D-series table required for the LIEE Program.  Included in the table is an estimate of the earnings this Program can achieve in 1999. 





Attachment 6 contains the workpapers including the marginal costs, H-factors, decay factors and discount rate used to conduct the cost effectiveness analyses for the LIEE Program.





In accordance with D. 98-05-018, PG&E requests that this advice letter become effective on January 1, 1999.





This filing will not increase any tariff rate or charge, cause withdrawal of service, or conflict with any rate schedules or rules.





Anyone wishing to protest or comment on this filing may do so by sending a letter within 30 days of the date of this filing.  Protests should be mailed to:





IMC Branch Chief


Energy Division


California Public Utilities Commission


505 Van Ness Avenue,  Room 4002


San Francisco, CA  94102


Facsimile: (415) 703-2200





Copies shall also be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy  Division (address above) and to Les Guliasi, Regulatory Relations Manager, PG&E, P.O. Box 770000, Mail Code B10C, San Francisco, CA  94177, Facsimile: (415) 973-7451.  The protest shall set forth the grounds upon which it is based and shall be submitted expeditiously.  No restrictions exist on who may file a protest.





In accordance with Section III, Paragraph G. of General Order 96-A, PG&E is mailing copies of this advice letter to the utilities and interested parties shown on the attached list and interested parties to all interested parties in the Special Public Purpose Service List for OIR 94-04-031/OII 94-04-032.  To save mailing expenses, the consultant report in Attachment 3 and the Workpapers in Attachment 6 to this advice letter have not been mailed to such parties but may be obtained by contacting Nelia Avendano at (415) 973-3529.  Address change requests should also be directed to Ms. Avendano.











Vice President - Rates and Account Services





cc:	Administrative Law Judge Meg Gottstein


	Low Income Governing Board
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