LIOB Meeting

December 11, 2002


PUBLIC GOODS SURCHARGE-FUNDED ENERGY DIVISION LOW-INCOME POSITIONS

Low-income programs are funded through a public purpose surcharge on end users of electricity and gas.  The California Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) and the Low Income Energy Efficiency (LIEE) programs were authorized by Commission Decision.  The programs are implemented and administered by the utilities under the direction of the Commission.

Energy Division, in fiscal year 02-03, has the following positions devoted solely to the two programs, CARE and LIEE:

	Position 1
	Full Time
	
	Position 8
	Full Time

	Position 2
	Full Time
	
	Position 9
	Full Time

	Position 3
	Full Time
	
	Position 10
	Vacant

	Position 4
	Full Time
	
	Position 11
	1/3 Time

	Position 5
	Full Time
	
	Position 12
	1/3 Time

	Position 6
	Full Time
	
	Position 13
	¼ Time

	Position 7
	Full Time
	
	
	


The Public Goods Charge funds only four of these positions.  Funds are collected from the utilities pursuant to an allocation set forth in a Commission Decision.  In addition to the staff in Energy Division dedicated to CARE and LIEE, there are staff assigned to energy low-income programs in four other divisions, as well.  The other represented divisions are:  Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA), Consumer Services (CSD), Legal, and Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) divisions.

FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR FOUR POSITIONS:

	UTILITY
	CARE
	LIEE
	TOTAL

	San Diego Gas & Electric (15% allocation)
	$30,685
	$25,235
	$55,920

	So Cal Edison (30% allocation)
	$21,170
	$9,019
	$30,189

	Pacific Gas & Electric (30% allocation)
	$61,370
	$26,300
	$87,670

	So Cal Gas (25% allocation)
	$55,416
	$20,123
	$75,539

	STATEWIDE TOTAL
	$168,641
	$80,677
	$249,318


NOTE:  $249,318 is from January 1 through October 31, 2002.  The figures reflect the dollar amount paid by each utility and may not be the full amount invoiced by the Commission.  The figure includes salaries and benefits for four positions.

ENERGY DIVISION RESPONSIBILITIES

Energy Division staff allocated to public purpose programs is charged with the responsibility for the following tasks:

· Provide technical and administrative support to the LIOB including budget development, preparation of agenda packages, preparation of technical work products, arranging and recording (minutes) meetings, tracking financial expenditures, and liaison activities as required;

· Provide technical and administrative support to the Commissioners and ALJ(s) including research, preparation of technical portions of Decisions and Assigned Commissioner Ruling;

· Facilitate workshops, analyze input and write/ issue workshop reports;

· Coordinate with and monitor activities of the ULTSAC;

· Follow all active low-income related proceedings including meeting and hearing attendance; review filings and analyze utility supplied data and reports as required including, but not limited to, CARE and LIEE program plans and budgets, Baseline Proceedings, AB 1002 Implementation Rulemaking, General Rate cases, GO 153 Rulemaking, ULTS Proceedings and advice letters;

· Manage Needs Assessment Study including preparation of RFP, selection of contractor, preparation of contract, and project management;

· Audit programs;

· Represent Energy Division at meetings concerning and policy development;
· Manage and coordinate Phase IV of the standardization Project: Measure Assessment and natural Gas Appliance Safety Testing Study;
· Manage the CARE Process Evaluation;
· Manage the reporting Requirements Manual Working Group
· Monitor Rapid Deployment;
· Answer low-income related questions from the public and legislators;
· Process low-income advice letters;
· Process LIOB TEC’s;
· Process SB5 invoices from the utilities;
· Update and implement income guidelines yearly; and
· Implement automatic enrollment, including issue RFP and manage project.
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