Low Income Governing Board Advisory Committee Meeting 


August 24, 1998


Advisory Committee Members Present: Bob Burt/ICA, Richard Shaw/ASCEEP, Josie Webb/CPUC, Yvette Vazquez/SDG&E, Pete Grahmbeek/Cal/Neva, Eddie Jimenez/Proteus, Inc., Dennis Guido/PG&E.


Members of the Public Present: Barbara Cronin/SoCalGas, Ann Keegan/SoCalGas Carlos Becerra/CPUC, Dave Rogers/SDG&E, Ulla Maia Wait/CSD


Consulting Staff Present:  Clarice Ericsson/CH2M HILL 


The meeting was called to order at 8:38 AM. A quorum was not present. The AC met as a committee until a quorum was present. 


Josie Webb informed the AC that other than the meetings that are already calendared for the AC to meet prior to the LIGB, in the future the AC would not meet prior to and after the LIGB meeting because the AC meetings have been poorly attended. The AC members who would qualify for travel expense reimbursement have not been attending the meetings and only those AC members who do not qualify for reimbursement have been consistently attending. 


Upcoming AC meeting dates following the meetings on August 25th and 26th: September 22-23, October 6-7, and October 21-22.


1999 Pilot Programs


What do the pilot programs hope to accomplish? Market program, do the outreach, look at climactic zones. Use public access channels to reach hard-to-reach communities. You have to put together public service announcements, but the expenses are lower than commercial stations. There must be a cutoff point; word of mouth is how many people get information. 


Pilot Program on Reaching the Hard-to-Reach 


The Advisory Committee discussed the challenges associated with reaching hard-to-reach customers. What is the definition of hard-to-reach? Need to get definition of hard-to-reach from the Board. Bob Burt will take responsibility of asking the Board on behalf of the AC.


Some groups are very good at communicating within their communities, at getting the information and disseminating the information to others. Some groups do not want to participate and would not want someone coming to their homes; wary of outsiders. The homebound would benefit most from informational programs; then someone would have to go to their homes to enroll them. The initial communication point is most important. Find potential participants through the services the community is currently using (such as medical transport services, meal-on-wheels, doctors’ offices, senior housing; residential hotels a potential).


Discussion about implementing energy efficiency measures in residential hotels. SDG&E pointed out that often residential hotels are not billed on residential rates and therefore, do not qualify for the residential programs. PG&E offered their experience, which was that the measures installed (e.g., hot plates, microwave ovens, etc.), were often removed from the hotels when the tenants left. 


EEI Presentation to the LIGB of LIEE 1999 Program Recommendations


EEI’s recommendations to the Board were not given to the AC beforehand because Henry Knawls asked them not to submit them to AC.


Discussion of High-Energy Users


The AC discussed the issue of energy efficiency services for high-energy users. In certain areas where many people share a house, there will be some savings under these programs, but because of the number of people, rates may still be high. If one looks at the energy bill alone in order to get the information, the people who need the service may be missed.


Prioritization of Measures 


Were measures prioritized during the AC meetings? LIGB did not require it, but if it is something the Board—or the AC—considers important it should be discussed, maybe in Wednesday’s meeting. All discussions now will probably have an impact in 2000.


What type of message does the AC want to send to the Commission? Hard to get a consensus. Should get together as a group and send a filing to the commission on behalf of the Advisory Committee. Should this be as individuals or a formal process? Greater credibility filing as a group.


Discussion of public purpose issues, OIR (order to institute rulemaking)


Docket closed on electric restructuring. Because of the result of SB960, the Commission can’t keep these dockets open for years and years, so it has been closed and another opened (RB9808 or 053), which places all of all remaining public purpose issues on one docket number. Pre-hearing workshop is September 15th. Any comments must be filed by September 8th. 


Agenda for AC August 26th Meeting 


Discuss ruling (OIR). 


Year 2000 recommendations 


Will want to respond to LIGB meetings. 


Agendas for future meetings. 


Discuss potential pilot programs


The Advisory Committee adjourned at 10 a.m. to join the LIGB meeting. 





Afternoon session of the Advisory Committee called to order at 420 PM.


AC members expressed how unfortunate it was that they were not given EEI’s recommendations beforehand so that they could have prepared comments. All members should read them and be prepared to discuss them in the morning session of 8/25. 


AC minutes should not go out to anyone before they come back to the AC and are reviewed. AC agreed that they need to organize a library of things the AC has done. 


The Advisory Committee feels it needs to strategize how it should bring up issues with the Board.


The Advisory Committee is concerned that the consultants have put forward issues that the AC decided not to recommend and this is an issue that needs to be brought before the Board. Consultants can put forward their issues, but the AC needs to make its positions on certain issues clear.


Adjourned at 5:15 PM.
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