Low Income Governing Board Meeting Minutes


September 16, 1997





Members Present:  Diana Brooks (Acting Chair), Susan Brown, Henry Knawls, Geoffrey Meloche, Yole Whiting (via telephone)


Consulting Staff Present:  Marc Mihaly/ Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger, Robert Perlmutter/SMW, Sharon Weinberg/CH2M Hill, and Elyce Zahn/Zahn Group


Members of the Public Present: Dennis Guido/PG&E, Jeff Beresini/PG&E, Janis Foreman/SMUD, Ulla-Maija Wait/CSD, Yvette Vazquez/SDG&E, George Sanchez/RHA, and Richard Keyes/RHA. 





Meeting Time:  The meeting on September 16, 1997 called to order at 10:11 a.m., and adjourned at 2:55  p.m.





Actions Taken or Consensus Reached:





1.	Review of Agenda





	Diana suggested moving the discussion of interim opinions before the discussion of preparing the Finalize September 19 filing, as Dave Gamson, Advisor to Commissioner Neeper would be attending the LIGB at 11:00 to discuss the CPUC’s draft decision.





2.	Public Comment





	None.





3.	Review of September 9 & 10 meeting minutes





	Yole recommended several clarifications and changes to the September 9 & 10 meeting minutes as follows:  





	2.  Public Comment -- replace “with utilities to establish a funding mechanism that would create a guaranteed levelized quarterly payment” with “to establish the payment process for transferring surcharge funds to the Board”.





	2.  Public Comment -- under the Action item replace “levelized payments” with “surcharge funds transfer.”





	2.  Public Comment - Anne Keegan filing was the “SoCal Gas Advice Letter No. 2623-B filed on September 9, 1997.





	3.  Review of August 27 Meeting Minutes -- add the following to Diana’s statement about “they were in fact being left” with “with the utilities.”





	4.  Components of the Critical Path -- Correct “NARIC” to “NARUC”





	6.  Legal issues -- Henry will be speaking with Joy Omania.





	7.  Budget  Planning - References to the LIEE should be to the CBEE.





	Decision:  Minutes approved with the corrections as noted above.














4.	Discussion of Interim Opinion:  Board Start-Up Procedures





	The Board raised several issues after reviewing the CPUC’s draft “Interim Opinion:  Board Start-Up Procedures.”  Dave Gamson/CPUC discussed these matters with the LIGB and noted that he would take their comments and concerns back to the CPUC and clarify questions from the LIGB.





	Budget.  The interim CPUC decision laid out a budget which the LIGB revised and increased prior to receiving the interim decision.  Dave Gamson said that the CPUC needs to take public comment on this matter and would not change the LIGB budget in the September 24, 1997 decision.  Dave suggested that the LIGB bring this matter up at the implementation workshop on October 21, 1997.





	Quorum.  The CPUC draft requires that quorums must be physically present in the same, noticed location in order for a meeting to convene and to enable board members to vote on matters.  Further, any board members using telecommunication to attend the meeting must notice their location so that the public may also attend at this off-sight location.  Marc suggested noticing off-site locations in a general matter such as, “Teleconferencing to the (date) LIGB meeting may occur at the following location(s)...”  If a quorum breaks up during the course of a meeting, then only discussion, but not voting, could ensue.  The meeting could become a subcommittee meeting instead.





	Teleconferencing.  The State’s laws on participation in meetings through teleconferencing are expiring on December 31, 1997.  The CPUC will not allow teleconferencing unless this law is reinstituted.  The LIGB indicated that they do not regularly form quorums via teleconferencing, but that it does allow them to begin meetings and maintain their efficiency and effectiveness.  Susan noted that three of the seven LIGB members live outside of the San Francisco Bay Area and teleconferencing enhances these members regular participation.





	Conflict of interest situation.  The LIGB noted that a number of their board members may want to provide services to the Administrator in the future.   Marc drafted modifications to “Proposed Section 18703.3 Findings” to clarify this issue and gave this information to Dave Gamson.  Dave confirmed that the intent of the CPUC is not to remove anyone from the LIGB.  The LIGB asked the CPUC for clarification with respect to this matter.





	Technical Advisory Committees (TACs).  Dave said that the draft has been revised with respect to this matter and that the new draft will note that TACs may be used and are subject to Bagley-Keene rules.





	Program Transfer.  The Draft Decision has stated that the LIGB must transfer the program to independent administration by June 1, 1999.  There was discussion about a suggestion that the CPUC might want this transfer date to occur earlier and that the CPUC would authorize additional resources to do so.  The LIGB discussed that additional resources may assist them with transferring the program earlier, but that State procurement process impacted their deadline as well.  Dave Gamson said that the LIGB should reiterate this procurement issue with the CPUC prior to the final draft being issued next Wednesday.  Dave felt that the CPUC might allow the LIGB to contract with short term consultants (such as an Executive Director) with the caveat that the LIGB seek additional support from the CPUC staff first.  Further, he suggested that the LIGB speak about this issue at the October 21, 1997 implementation workshop.





	Decision/Action:  The Board voted  (4 - yea, 1 - nay) to have Marc draft a letter supporting the LIGB current program transfer schedule and noting that any changes might involve the need for additional resources and might create additional risk, as well as the possibility that all of the goals of the LIGB might not be achieved.





	Legal status.  Marc raised the issue of non-profit status considerations by CPUC for the LIGB.  





	Decision/Action:  Marc will draft a letter to the CPUC raising LIGB concerns about conflict of interest, using teleconferencing to obtain a quorum, and the program transfer date, and welcoming the October 21, 1997 implementation workshop.  Diana to review this letter.





	Action:  Diana and Marc will meet with the CPUC to discuss raising LIGB concerns about conflict of interest, using teleconferencing to obtain a quorum, and the program transfer date.





	Implementation Workshop.  The LIGB would like to discuss the following topics at the October 21, 1997 workshop:  (1)  augmenting the LIGB budget, (2) discussing the milestone task “Board recommendations on forum and schedule for reassessing initial funding levels,” and (3) contracting an Executive Director and support staff.





Action:  Sharon to obtain a room at the CPUC for the LIGB to hold its scheduled meeting should the workshop ends before 4 p.m.





Action:  Sharon to notice an additional LIGB meeting for October 22, 1997 at PG&E.





5.	Finalize September 19 filing





	Sharon addressed the Board’s, public’s, and SMW’s comments in this draft filing.





Action:  Sharon to add paragraph on when the Board will file affiliate transactions rules proceedings.





Action:  Marc will write the introduction to the September 19, 1997 filing.





Action:  Sharon to write more explanatory text prior to each table or listing located under “2.  Proposed Modifications”.





Action:  Sharon to place at the bottom of the 2nd page of the schedule and/or notes typed up in a portrait format.  Sharon will print the schedule out at 11 x 17 paper.





Action:  Henry to review the draft filing prior to submittal to the CPUC.





Action:  Sharon to revise the date for the interested parties file comments on governing rules and RFP filings to a June versus a July revised milestone date.





	The Board discussed the composition and selection of candidates for the TAC noted under “4.  Advisory Committee Update”.  The LIGB noted that the draft CPUC decision did not allow for per diem nor expense reimbursements to Board members attending TAC meetings, nor for TAC members.  The Board discussed having CH2M Hill facilitate the TAC meetings.





Decision:  The LIGB will note their desire to provide expense reimbursement to TAC members needing such assistance in the September 19, 1997 and await CPUC comment.





Action:  Sharon to remove any references to the quantity of representation by category.





	The Board discussed the presentation of the 1997 and 1998 budgets.





	Action:  Sharon will attach the assumptions of and comment on the budget to describe why the figures changed since the last filed budget.  Sharon will note that part of the increase is due to the administrative support has been taking on greater responsibilities at the request of the Board.


	Action:  Sharon to contact Helen Yee about the cost of E&O insurance so that Sharon could revise the budget as necessary.





	Action:  Geoff will complete an application for E&O insurance for the LIGB.  Henry will support Geoff as needed.





	Action:  Marc to review entire filing prior to issuing it.





6.	Legal issues





	No discussion about this topic.





7.	Budget Planning





	See above.





8.	Advisory committee update.  Review advisory committee application form and application letter.  





	Decision/Action:  Sharon will change the TAC application letter to note the following:  (1)  a maximum of 21 parties may be selected, (2) qualifying TAC members may be compensated for expenses, (3) applicants will be notified of their status in early October;  (4) the first meeting will occur in Los Angeles; and (5) applications may be faxed or mailed.





	The letter and application will go to the service list; post on CPUC website; post on LIGB website; and be sent to Anne Keegan’s list, Henry’s list, others who indicated interest.





	Action:  Anne Keegan to see whether So. Cal. Gas could post the letter and the application in branch offices for customer use.





	Action:  Ulla-Maija Wait will send Sharon a listing of community service groups and associations.  Sharon will add this information to her distribution list.





	The Board discussed translating the letter and application into other languages.  The LIGB budget doesn’t allow for translation of all TAC information, staffing, and meeting translators.  Diana recommended that the flyer be translated.





	Action:  Sharon to produce a flyer.  George Sanchez will assist with translation into Spanish.





	Decision/Action:  Sharon will change application due on October 8, 1997.  Applications will be reviewed at the October 15, LIGB meeting.





9.	RFQ for Technical Consultants





	The RFQ is under final review prior to publication.





10.	Develop agenda for next Board meeting





	No items identified.





11.	Public Comment





	No public comment.
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