Low Income Governing Board Meeting Minutes


October 7, 1997





Members Present:  Diana Brooks (Acting Chair), Susan Brown, Henry Knawls, Geoffrey Meloche, Yole Whiting (via telephone), Nancy Brockway (via telephone), Maggie Cuadros (via telephone).





Consulting Staff Present:  Marc Mihaly/ Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger, Robert Perlmutter/SMW, Sharon Weinberg/CH2M Hill, and Elyce Zahn/Zahn Group





Members of the Public Present: Dennis Guido/PG&E, Jeff Beresini/PG&E, Yvette Vazquez/SDG&E, George Sanchez/RHA, John Nall/SCE, Ulla-Maija Wait/CSD, Janis Poppe Foreman/SMUD, Anne Keegan/So Cal Gas, Jeff Prang/PS Enterprises, Tom Soto/PS Enterprises





Meeting called to order on October 7, 1997 at 3:10 pm and recessed at 4:00 p.m.





The meeting focused on agreeing upon actions or decisions proposed in the discussion occuring from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Notes from these discussions are attached as a separate document.





Actions Taken or Consensus Reached:





1.	Review of Agenda





	Postponement of SoCal Gas Advice letter No. 2623-B filed on September 9, 1997 until Sept. 28 LIGB meeting in Los Angeles.





2.	Public Comment





	None requested at this stage of the meeting.





3.	Chairperson’s Report





	October 15th - Henry, Diana, Maggie, Yole, and Nancy will be present.  Geoff will be absent.


	October 21st and 22nd - Geoff, Diana, Henry (present on the 21st only & 22nd by telephone), Maggie, Yole (present on the 21st, 22nd by telephone), Nancy, Susan (available on 21st & not available on 22nd).  Staffing, procurement, budget issues to be discussed at the workshop with the ALJ.





4.	Review September 16 meeting minutes





	The meeting minutes were not reviewed - postponed until next meeting.





5.	Legal issues





	Discussion of tax issues pertaining to trust fund agreement.





	Action/Decision:  Marc will revise the LIGB bylaws, reimbursement guidelines, and conflict of interest provisions per earlier decision and file by October 14, 1997.





	Action:  The LIGB will adopt the revised guidelines at a later time.





	Conflict of Interest.





	Action:  Marc will prepare a letter to the CPUC advocating that the LIGB not be party to the CPUC “Statement of Incompatible Activities” and Marc would sign this document (possibly co-signed by Diana) and Diana would sign a short cover letter.





	Action:  Marc will research the conflict of interest implications of whether a member of Nancy’s organization can bid on the Technical Consultation RFP and will report his findings back to the Board.





	Tax Issues Relating to the Draft Trust Agreement.





	Action/Decision:  Marc needs a conflict of interest waiver in order for Linda Morsebacher to work with the LIGB in order to coordinate with the IRS on the matter of whether the funds are taxable or not.





	Action/Decision:  Marc may hire an independent tax counsul (Cynthia Roland from Coblentz).  Cynthia will discuss tax matters with Marc who will eventually phase her out in favor of Linda Morsebacher.





6.	Policy planning issues on critical path





	Decision 97-09-117





	Action:  Diana will contact the ALJ that the LIGB will respond to the ALJ’s ruling with respect to her proposed schedule.  Diana will note that one cause of their delay is due to the inability to achieve a quorum.





	Action:  Sharon (in consultation with Marc or Pearl) to revise the critical path schedule by taking off some time from the procurement time, a coupld of weeks for the policy planing period, and reduce the policy refinement and shorten the transfer time to one month and redefine the “transfer” and “transition”.  Reduce the commission aproval and bidder’s conference.  Sharon to update and reduce the consultant time from 8/1/97 to 11/1/97.





	Action:  Sharon to incorporate the LIGB revised milestone dates into the ALJ format used in the LIGB September 19, 1997 filing.





	ALJ Ruling on Implementation Workshops/October 14, 1997 comments.





	Action:  Sharon to add LIGB board filing comments costs and administrative Board costs to the budget.





7.	Strategy and staffing needed to meet 1/1/99 deadline





	New Board Members





	Action:  LIGB to consider nominations for the new board members for the LIGB.





	Procuring an Executive Coordinator





	Action:  Henry and Diana will work with Marc to formulate a job description and ultimately to work on procuring an Executive Coordinator and additional staffing.





	Action:  Henry and Nancy will review the Technical Consultant proposals with respect to each project, although the entire Board will receive copies of the proposals and will provide input into the selection process.





8.	Consideration of SoCal Gas Advice Letter No. 2623-B filed on September 9, 1997





	Removed from agenda for today.





9.	Discussion of October 1st Utility Advice Letter filings on LIEE





	Action:  Board members to review the October 1st Utility Advice Letter filings on the LIEE and bring concerns to next meeting.





10.	Transfer funding mechanism





	Geoff reported that the utilities want to know whether the LIGB prefers levelized payments or receiving the funds as they are received by the utility.  Diana noted that the LIGB is not authorized to receive funds at the current time.





11.	Advisory committee update





	Action: Sharon and Pearl to research whether TAC members may be reimbursed for travel under the new CPUC rules.  Ambiguity -- how to decide, LIGB would like the option to give travel reimbursements.





	Action:  Sharon to draft a letter for CH2 to the LIGB re: upfront travel expenses.





	Action:  Subcommittee to determine selection criteria and travel expense reimbursement criteria.





12.	RFP for Technical Consultants





	Discussion of consulting project priorities.   The Board discussed having the TAC reviewing the RFP and identify specific work items for each task.





13.	Budget Planning





	Monthly financial report.





	Action:  Sharon to add rows for Technical Consultants, Advisory Committee, E&O insurance, Board meetings, and Unallocated Expenses to coincide with the line item budget provided in the September 19, 1997 filing for distribution at the next LIGB meeting.





14.	Interim period programmatic issues





	Action:  John Nall and Jeff Berisini will draft a single page description of the handling of tariffs.





15.	Develop agenda for next Board meeting





	Marc to report on whether a conflict of interest exists if a member of Nancy’s organization bids on the LIGB Technical Consultation RFP.





	The Board to decide who will decide to speak about which particular issue at the implementation workshop.





	Which TAC members should receive reimbursement, if they are allowed to provide such reimbursements?





	Agenda for the first TAC?  What tasks should the TAC take on?  Sharon will present a listing of individual and organizational applicants to the Board.





	Review & comment on meeting minutes for September 16.





	Diana noted that there was a cubical available to the LIGB near the 4th floor reception at the CPUC.  This space can be used as a location for documents (a physical repository).  Install a phone with voice mail (messages to be picked up by CH2).  Pactel voice mail for $5 month.  Use an 800 number.





	Action/Decision:  Donna to get a phone, voice mail, 800 number.





	Action:  Sharon to research costs associated with 800 number and using PacBell translation services.





16.	Public Comment





	John Nall noted that the CBEE administrator is not subject to state procurement rules.
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