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LOW INCOME GOVERNING BOARD

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES

August 18, 1999

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

PG&E Pacific Energy Center, 851 Howard Street, San Francisco
I. CALL TO ORDER

The Meeting of the Low Income Governing Board was called to Order at 9:19 AM on the second floor of the Pacific Energy Center, 851 Howard Street, San Francisco, California.

Members Present

Henry Knawls, Karen Lindh, Katherine McKenney, Roberto Haro, Stephen Rutledge, Susan Brown

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES, APPROVAL

Minutes were approved at yesterday’s meeting. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Public Comment was heard. Eddie Perez provided logistics information for upcoming meeting in Fresno. 

IV. CURRENT EVENTS

No updates were made.

V. UPDATES AND STATUS REPORTS

A. Chair Report

Knawls commented that he is requesting a Year to Date Expenditure Report. The Board will follow up on working with staff at the Energy Division regarding program and board expenditures. Knawls will be meeting with Commissioner Wood on August 19. Will arrange meeting with Commission Hyatt as well.   

Public comment was heard.

B. Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee informed the Board of meeting on September 1, 1999 in San Francisco. Louise Perez indicated that the agenda for the meeting would be: membership; calendar; prioritize tasks. Louise Perez requested any additional topics from the Board to discuss at that meeting.

C. Legislative Updates

No updates were made.

D. Call Center Activities

Rutledge reported that following up on yesterday’s discussion, he determined that EECC would be handwritten on CARE applications, so the utilities can track.  He reported that the call center is being brought in house at Cons. Svs. Div. The Board suggested an  item regarding solutions, concerns be added to October Agenda. The Board offered to be involved in the front end of transition regarding the Call Center. 

Public Comment was heard, including a discussion of Y2K and a government conference to address emergency preparedness in September. 

E. CPUC Updates: 

Competitive Bidding Applications:

Rutledge offered to be present at the Prehearing Conference on August 23, 199. Donna Wagoner, Energy Division will draft a Prehearing Conference Statement for the Board and submit it for approval by Friday August 20. The Board identified certain issues to be included in the statement:  1) a clarification that this filing was approved at the July 14 meeting. It approved cosmetic changes on at the July 26th meeting; 2) a reiteration that shareholder incentives, reporting guidelines and administrative costs should be handled in another forum; 3) that all utilities should have a January 1, 2000 start date.

A representative of the Legal Division, Ourania Vlahos, participated by teleconference.  She opined that the Board’s role would be similar to that laid out in the AEAP scoping memo, and encouraged the Board to have a representative attend the Prehearing Conference.

F. Response to CPUC Orders Since Last Meeting

No updates were made.

G. Critical Path Update

Wagoner repeated from yesterday’s meeting of her using CBEE’s Matrix (doc 11a) as a format for LIGB’s Critical Path.  She will implement this new format. The Board concurred.

H. Pilot Ideas Update

No updates were made.

I. Outreach Efforts

The Board implemented this item to be ongoing on Agendas. It was decided that it would be useful to develop a list of specific issues for public input for the Fresno meeting in October.

VI. BOARD OPERATIONS

A. Membership and Terms (Filing Due September 1)

One additional resume was received from Colleen Colson.  There was a question as to whether she sought a position with the Board or the Advisory Committee.  The Energy Division stated it would write a draft letter and hold until September 1. It will then be submitted to the Commission along with all resumes. 

Motion by Lindh:  The Board reverses its motion approved yesterday, and instead substitute the following motion:

That the Board endorses Mr. Bob Burt’s nomination; endorses candidacy of any existing Board member who wished to be re-appointed; forwards all other applications to the Commission; and requests that the Commission re-open the process if not enough applications have been received by the September 1 deadline to achieve sufficient diversity. Seconded. Vote 6-0.  Motion passed. 

Public comment was heard.

B. LIGB Budget Compliance Filing (Filing Due September 1)

The Board re-capped yesterday’s conversation.

Vlahos, by teleconference, advised the Board that if the LIGB wished to obtain Errors and Omission policy, it should develop a subcommittee to research, and Legal Division would look at the policy. The Board indicated to propose the purchase of Errors and Omissions Insurance on the next meeting Agenda.

Wagoner’s proposed budget amendments recommended 75k for technical consultants. 

Public comment was received, indicating a need to revise the location of several meetings.

Motion by McKenney: That the Board rescind the August 17 vote on the Budget Compliance Filing, to increase the budget line item to 75k for technical consultants and adjust the meeting schedule in Attachment A and approve the Budget Compliance Filing, as amended, with all attachments to be filed with the Commission on September 1. Seconded. Vote 6-0. Motion passed.

Chairman Knawls indicated that he would work with Energy Division to get the necessary financial information on the Board’s expenditures as well as program expenditures to allow the Board to track this information monthly.

VII. LIGB COMMENTS ON UTILITY COMPETITIVE BID APPLICATIONS (Filed July 29)

Discussed above.

VIII. DRAFT SCHEDULE FOR PY 2000 AND PY 2001 PROGRAM & POLICY

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Board indicated it would look at the RFP at the September meeting. The RFP would serve as a baseline for changes to policies, goals and measures for PY 2001.

IX. REQUEST UTILITY JOINT PROPOSAL FOR UNIFORM PY 2001 PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

The Board considered the process for making a decision on adopting this program, which was originally proposed by MSB. Wagoner advised the Board that it has the ability to bring issues before the Commission, and the Board could ask the Commission to require the utilities to develop such a proposal.  She outlined the options, including a filing in R. 97-07-037, the public purpose program rulemaking, or asking for a new proceeding.  SoCalGas indicated some concern with the timing of this issue, due to some outstanding issues still requiring action by the Commission.

Board member Rutledge suggested that in a filing, the Board could encourage the Commission to act on outstanding issues regarding standardization. 

Motion by Haro: That, with respect to uniformity, the LIGB request a fast track ACR or ALJ ruling, taking into account utilities’ concerns about standardization issues pending, and that the Commission order the utilities to develop a joint proposal. Seconded. Vote 6-0. Motion passed.

X. DISCUSS CUSTOMER ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS (D. 99-07-016) G.O. 153


Public Comment was heard.

XI. MEETING ADJOURNED

Motion: The Board moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 p.m. Seconded. Vote 6-0. Motion passed. 
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