Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California
	Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Proposed Policies and Programs Governing post-2003 Low-Income Assistance Programs.

	Rulemaking 04-01-006

(Filed January 8, 2004)

	Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company (U 39 M) For Approval of the 2006 and 2006 California Alternative Rates for Energy and Low-income Energy Efficiency Programs and Budget.

	Application 05-06-005

(Filed June 1, 2005)

	Southern California Edison Company’s (U 388-E) Application Regarding Low-income Assistance Programs for Program Years 2006 and 2007.

	Application 05-06-009

(Filed June 1, 2005)

	Application of Southern California Gas Company (U 904 G) for Approval of Low-income Assistance Programs and Budgets for Program Years 2006 and 2006.

	Application 05-06-012

(Filed June 1, 2005)

	Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company (U 902 M) for Approval of Low-income Assistance Programs and Budgets for Program Years 2006 and 2006.

	Application 05-06-013

(Filed June 1, 2005)


Comments 

of the Office of Ratepayer advocates 

ON ALJ WEISSMAN’S DRAFT DECISION
Pursuant to Rule 77.2-4, the Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA) submits these comments to ALJ Weissman’s Draft Decision approving the 2006-2007 low income programs and funding for larger energy utilities and approving the new low income energy efficiency program for 2006.  
ORA supports the Draft Decision and recommends that the Commission adopt it as written. Although the Draft Decision does not include ORA’s recommendation that the utilities provide additional information on significant shifts in budgets and activities at mid-point in the two-year budget and planning cycle, ORA supports the Draft Decision requirement to file new applications July 1, 2006 for planning years 2007 and 2008.  In light of the changes recently adopted in Decision 05-10-044, it may be appropriate for the Commission to review future program planning next year.  ORA assumes that the two-year planning cycle will then recommence for subsequent future years.  

In all, the conclusion of the Draft Decision to approve the 2006-2007 low income programs and funding for PG&E, SDGE, SCE, and SDG&E is both in the public interest and in the best interest of ratepayers.  Therefore, ORA supports the Draft Decision.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/  
Rashid A. Rashid

__________________________
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