Relevant Low Income Legislation 

2006 Legislative Session

AB 2104 (Lieber) – CARE Program for master meter customers
This bill directs the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) to improve the California Alternate Rate for Energy (CARE) program application and outreach process for tenants of mobile homes and apartment buildings by developing a process to allow tenants of master-metered utility accounts to apply directly to their respective utilities’ CARE programs.  AB 2104 additionally directs the Commission to develop a process whereby electrical and gas corporations shall notify and provide renewal forms to existing CARE recipients of master-metered customers as well as provide each qualifying master-meter customer with a detailed list of CARE-eligible tenants.  The provisions of this bill would sunset on January 1, 2008.  

Status: Pending on the Governor’s desk.  
AB 2576 (De la Torre) – CARE and FERA program: single application
This bill directs the Commission to ensure that low-income customers of regulated gas and electric companies may apply for both the CARE and the Family Electric Rate Assistance (FERA) programs on a single application.  

Status: Pending on the Governor’s desk.  
AB 2723 (Pavley) – CA Solar Initiative: revolving loan program for affordable housing
This bill seeks to facilitate the installation of solar energy systems on low-income residential housing by requiring the Commission to ensure that not less than 10 percent of the funds for the California Solar Initiative (CSI) be set aside and used to help install solar energy systems on low-income residential housing – which the Commission included in the CSI decision.  The bill additionally authorizes the Commission to incorporate a revolving loan or loan guarantee program into the CSI for low income residential housing.  Any low income money that is unspent after 2016 would be required to be used for low-income energy efficiency measures.   
Status: Pending on the Governor’s desk.  
SB 423 (Simitian) – Donation of free electricity to certain non profits
This bill would allow Electric Service Providers to donate electricity to non-profit 501c(3) organizations primarily serving the poor or elderly. The non-profit would be still be required to pay other charges – such as transmission and distribution charges – to their utility. The provisions of SB 423 would sunset in 2010.  The bill is primarily intended to allow Calpine to donate electricity to Second Harvest Food Bank and the Emergency Housing Consortium in Santa Clara County but obviously could be utilized by other entities.     

Status: Pending on the Governor’s desk.   
