APPROVED MINUTES 7/14/99

low iincome governing board—juLY 14, 1999


Low Income Governing Board—July 14, 1999

Board Members Present:

Henry Knawls, Roberto Haro, Karen Lindh, Katherine McKenney, Stephen Rutledge.

Consultants Present:

Elizabeth Gunn/CBEE-LIGB, Jan Metoyer/LIGB.

Public Present:

Phyllis White/CPUC, Josie Webb/CPUC, Ourania Vlahos/CPUC, Fred Harris/CPUC, Maria Oropeza/CPUC, Anne Premo/CPUC, Eddie Jiminez/Proteus, Bob Burt, Insulation Contractors Assoc., Rich Esteres, SESCO, Donna Jones-Moore/SoCalGas, Maxine T. Duraisseau/CSD; Dennis W. Guida/PG&E, Jeff Beresini/PG&E.

Call to Order

Chair Henry Knawls called the meeting to order at 10:18 AM on the second floor of the Pacific Energy Center, 851 Howard Street, San Francisco.  A quorum of the board was present.

Handouts

· Meeting Agenda

· Draft LIGB Comments on Utility PY2000 Program Applications

· Draft Comparison Table of Utility Applications

· ACR issued July 1 on the Administrative Structure of the Boards

· Energy Division Memo on CBEE Contract Audit Report and Recommendations

· Investigative Report of the Staff Services Procurement and management Practices of the CBEE

· ACR issued July 13 regarding the CBEE Contract Audit

· e-mail on Noticing of LIGB July 13-14 Meeting

I. 
Public Comment

No public comment was presented at this time.

II. 
AEAP Discussion

Legal Division represented by Fred Harris, Ourania Vlahos, and Maria Oropeza reported that the boards would be informed by the assigned ALJ and Commissioner of how they could participate in the AEAP process.  The Board requested clarification regarding the Board’s ability to submit comments and recommendations. Vlahos explained that:

· The Boards would participate as non-parties;

· As non-parties, the boards may not testify or cross-examine witnesses;

· A round of comments on scoping issues will be due in a bout a week.

The representatives of the Legal Division responded to questions from the Board and the public about the differences between “Ratesetting” and “Rulemaking” proceedings, described the ex parte rules, and noted that the Legal Division is going to be working with Energy Division during the course of the proceeding.

10:51 Break for 1 hour WORKSHOP to review Exploratory Draft “Comments of the Low Income Governing Board on Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s, San Diego Gas and Electric Company’s and Southern California Edison’s (the utilities) July 1, 1999 Applications seeking approval of year 2000’s Low Income Programs.”

11:49 Lunch – to convene @ 12:30PM

12:25 Reconvene

III.
Legislative Report  - Karen Lindh

SB 1217 by Senator Polanco – This bill originally proposed that CSD take over the low income energy efficiency services.  The bill was amended to deal with Broadband Internet Service.

AB 1002 by Assemblyman Wright – This bill creates a nonbypassable gas surcharge, includes CARE and LIEE and Research and Development programs, just as on the electric.  The bill also specified some changes to SoCalGas’ residual load tariff, basically an anti bypass tariff.  The author allocated additional costs from these public purpose programs- 85% core customer’s responsibility and 15% for non-core customers.  ORA opposed bill – issues are being looked at in other bills.  Bill was defeated, but could be resurrected in some other form.  

AB 1393 by Assemblyman Wright – This bill passed the Senate Policy Committee and will be on Senate agenda for final vote.  This bill makes the electric and gas utilities the administrators of low income programs subject to Commission oversight; states that the utilities should be doing competitive bidding for the programs, and lays out some guidance for some competitive bidding. 

The Governor appointed and unappointed Robert Pernell, as Chair of the California Energy Commission, so Comm. Keyes has gone back to being Chair of Energy Comm.  The Governor also solicited comments regarding ORA’s Director.

IV. 
Other Committee Reports

1.  On 7/28 at 1:30 Katherine McKenney and Karen Lindh have a meeting with Commissioner Wood.

2. Steve Rutledge reported that he had received no direction regarding the Call Center.  $125K for Call Center operations was approved in the end of May (Resolution E-3601) and must be spent by end of the year.  Training is going on this week and next week.  CARE applications are being taken.  There will be mass campaign to explain what the program is about.  They’re devising a script and have statistics on how the program is going.  The Call Center serves in several languages.

V. The Board confirmed that July 26 is the next meeting and developed a proposed Agenda: 

a. Fiscal Update on Call Center-how is the money that’s been authorized used? 

b.  Adoption of LIGB Comments on Utilities’ Competitive Bidding. 

c. Update critical path; the Board will define what critical path is, which is the scheduling of tasks and deadlines. 

d. Update on GO 153 (D. 99-07-016) 

e. Budget has to be adopted by early August Due on 9/1/99 in order for the Board to let interested parties know it is to be adopted.  Cost draft has to come from Energy Division.  Board nominations must be submitted by 9/1/99.

f. Board Nominations must be submitted by 9/1/99.

g. Update on AEAP Filing

h. Standing Agenda Items.

The Chair announced August 17 & 18 as tentative meeting date; CBEE meets 8/11-12

VI. 
Advisory Committee Report

Jimenez reported that Perez received e-mail from Knawls suggesting moving forward on certain issues.  The Advisory Committee wants to set up a separate meeting to move forward. Premo will call to coordinate.

VII.
Discussion of DRAFT on PY2000 LIGB Comments and Draft Comparison Table

The Board, utilities and public commented on various components of the draft comments and draft comparison tables.

1. SoCalGas has corrections on P.5:  SDG&E outreach pilot budget is $142,500

SoCalGas LIGB PY99 costs should show $164,586 as they were ordered to show their contributions for this year.

2. PGE, p.4, questions Education & Assessment: The number of customers educated equals the number of units weatherized. 

BREAK 2:20 PM

3. For Weatherization, there is a PG&E $1500 cap per furnace installation. PG&E checks to see that the furnaces are energy efficient, safe and operable.  PG&E only installs a new furnace when the customer’s furnace is inoperable. PG&E doesn’t replace a furnace because the old one is inefficient.

4.  PG&E-p. 7: Request is to move submeter verification to a year-round program instead of once annually- same as SFR verification.  PG&E wants to spread the reverification out through the year instead of all in June when they were originally verified.  Database anniversary date is key issue in PG&E’s filing.  The landlord provides accounting information.

5.  SESCO-Have you asked or surveyed the landlords of submetered tenants to see if they want to provide this info year-round instead of once a year? PG&E: No, but management must submit info upon request.  Utility needs to bill management properly.  This is why they are involved-mainly because tenants move frequently.

6. Katherine McKenney suggests that the LIGB use the filed Draft Proposed RFP for Independent Adm. 12/22/98 for the measurement recommendations.

7. A final draft, incorporating changes made by the Board, will be reviewed by the Board for adoption at the July 26 meeting. 

Motion: That the Board approves the exploratory draft, as revised during the July 14 meeting. The final comments will be reviewed again at the July 26 meeting for filing by the July 29 deadline. Seconded. Vote 5-0. Motion passed.

Henry Knawls left the meeting and Roberto Haro assumed the Chair.

VIII. 
Year 2000 Budget

Steve Rutledge reported that LIGB budget for PY2000 will be due soon and that the Board needs to assist in the estimation of transportation, meals, etc. for PY2000.  He asked for input in determining an appropriate line item for technical support. 

MOTION to adjourn: 3:49 PM
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