LIOB Meeting

September 22, 2004

 APPROVED MINUTES

LOW INCOME OVERSIGHT BOARD

Meeting By Teleconference With One Board Member At Each Public Satellite Location

June 28, 2004

2:00 PM – 3:00 PM

1-866-687-1443 Access code 737358#

	Board Member Alan Woo

Community Action Partnership

of Orange County

12640 Knott Street

Garden Grove, CA 92841

Information Contact:

Marilene Panal

714-897-6670 ext. 3400
	Board Member Ortensia Lopez

El Concilio of San Mateo

1419 Burlingame Ave. Suite  N

Burlingame 94010

Information Contact:

Carol Hatten

650-373-1095
	Board Member Paul White

1920 Mariposa Mall

Suite 300

Fresno, CA 93721

Information Contact:

Lola Mireles

559-263-1025


	Board Member Yole Whiting

San Diego Gas And Electric Co.

8335 Century Park Court

Bldg. 1,  2nd Floor

Conference Room 12-516

Information Contact:

Gloria Saporito

858-654-1231
	Board Member Ron Garcia

Reliable Energy Mgmt. Inc.

6250 Paramount Boulevard

Long Beach, CA 90805

Information Contact:

Eva Martinez

562-984-5511
	


Boar Members Via Conference:  Alan Woo (Vice-Chair), Ortensia Lopez (Secretary), Paul White, Yole Whiting, & Ron Garcia (Quorum Present).  Chair Maria Juarez, Commissioner Carl Wood Tim Dayonot and Janine Scancarelli were necessarily absent.

Public Via Conference:  Steve McNelly, Mary O’Drain, Jim Hodges, Richard Shaw Mariana Campbell, and William Parker

CPUC Staff Via Conference:  Josie Webb, Jessica Hecht, Donna Wagoner and Zaida Amaya

I.
Call to Order

Vice-Chair Woo called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM

a.
Approval of Agenda (Document Index #1)  

Motion by Board Member Garcia for the approval of the agenda, seconded by Board Member Whiting.  Agenda approved unanimously by roll call (Woo, Lopez, White, Whiting and Garcia).
II.
Review and Approval of Minutes

a.
LIOB Draft Meeting Minutes –April 27, 2004  (Document Index #2)

Motion by Vice-Chair Woo to approve the April 27, 2004 LIOB minutes.  Moved by Board Member White, seconded by Board Member Garcia.  Minutes approved unanimously by roll call (Woo, Lopez, White, Whiting and Garcia).

b.
LIOB Draft Meeting Minutes –May 17, 2004 (Document Index #3)

Motion by Vice-Chair Woo to approve the May 17, 2004 LIOB minutes.  Moved by Secretary Lopez, seconded by Board Member Garcia.  Minutes approved unanimously by roll call (Woo, Lopez, White, Whiting and Garcia).

III.
New Business and Agenda Planning for Future Meetings

Vice-Chair Woo asked for clarification on the statement made in the recent Scoping Memo regarding the current four-meetings a year allotment.  

Board Member Whiting said that the allotment came from the Governor’s office; therefore, the judge in this proceeding cannot make such changes.
Ms. Webb stated that Ms. Whiting assumption was correct, that the Scoping Memo states that the ALJ has inquired and it appears that at the current time, there is no budget authority to increase the number of meetings.

Ms. Wagoner provided a list of important dates that are coming up soon for the Board to have in mind when scheduling the next LIOB meeting:

July 1, 2004 – Program Applications for the Large and Small Utilities

July 26 & 27, 2004 – CO Hearing

September 1, 2004 – Draft Needs Assessment Report

September 7, 2004 – Energy Division Report on SMJU Applications

September 21, 2004 – Public Comments on the Draft Needs Assessment Report

September 27, 2004- Public Comments on Energy Division Report on Small Utilities Applications

October 1, 2004- Needs Assessment Draft Report Reply Comments

November 1, 2004- Needs Assessment Report to the Commission 

November 22, 2004 – Reply Comments to the Needs Assessment

December 3, 2004 – Needs Assessment Report Reply Comments

Ms. Wagoner suggested that the Board meet in mid-September and have a workshop on the Needs Assessment Study Draft Report, with the idea of getting familiar with the report itself but not having comments prepared at that time.  This would give the Board the benefit of seeing public comments and reply comments on the draft and also on the final report in November and those comments and reply comments.  She suggested the Board meet again in December and at that time draft comments on the Needs Assessment Report. She added that at the September meeting the Board could get an update on the Program Applications of both the Large and Small utilities and also get an update on what happened at the CO hearings.  Ms. Wagoner added that if there were issues the Board wanted to discuss prior to having a full meeting, staff could arrange for another teleconference meeting.

Vice-Chair Woo stated that since the Draft Needs Assessment Report is due September 1, 2003, perhaps the Board should consider meeting the week of September 13th or 20th, this would give the Board an opportunity to review the report prior to the meeting.  Ms. Wagoner said that she would have to check the Commission’s schedule to ensure that there aren’t any inconveniences or conflicts that would interfere with the board meeting during those weeks.  Ms. Wagoner will e-mail the Board to let them know the best week to meet.

Board Member White asked if there is enough lead time for the Board to review the documents that will be on the agenda.
Board Member Lopez suggested having a teleconference meeting between the meetings in September and December since there are quite a few items that will be coming out of the Needs Assessment.  

The Board agreed to have a September meeting and schedule a teleconference meeting for sometime in October/November and also discuss a date for the December meeting.  The Board will wait for Ms. Wagoner’s suggestions on a definite date in September.

Board Member Garcia expressed concern regarding the Cost Information in possession of third-party Contractors that is required to be submitted by the utilities, pursuant to the recent Scoping Memo.  He stated he has received various requests from different utilities to break-out the costs.  He expressed concern that he doesn’t know exactly how they want it, do they wanted it by percentage, labor, cost, administrative fees.   He stated that this request is not going to be the same for all of the contractors, and thus added that there will be a wide range of prices from the contractors, depending upon where the contractor wants to do his mark-up.
Ms. Webb responded by saying that the utilities should give the contractors the format which the Commission has requested from them.

Board Member Garcia said that they have received requests for the break-out of material, labor, administration and travel costs, but this doesn’t give them exact directions on how to do it.

Ms. Webb suggested that the contractors go back and talk to the utilities and ask them what exactly it is expected of the contractors and added that the utilities will include this in their report and they have a particular format that they are using.
Ms. Hecht of ORA added that on page 9 of the Scoping Memo it states that “To the extent possible, the IOUs shall endeavor to make the third party contractor-provided information consistent across contractors so cost comparisons are possible” and said that she assumed this was something the utilities will work out first among themselves and then with their contractors to have consistency.  She agreed with Board Member Garcia on his concern and added that for ORA reviewing those numbers have to be calculated in a consistent way or comparisons are impossible.

Board Member Whiting added that they received the Scoping Memo last Thursday and their applications have been finalized in many areas, because they have to do that for all of the numbers, and added that they are doing the best they can, but have not had time to have big meetings with the other utilities to standardize anything.  She said that what they are trying to do is figure out how to respond  to the Scoping Memo.

Vice-Chair Woo inquired about the pilot project information requested by the Scoping Memo and how the IOU’s will be consulting with the LIOB, will it be at the LIOB meetings or what is the input into the LIEE program application filing?

Board Member Whiting asked Ms. Webb to elaborate on a recent call regarding this issue.

Ms. Webb reported that the discussion held basically had to do with the lateness of the scoping memo, that the utilities didn’t have time to put these particular applications.  However, she added that they are going to refer to a decision which was issued earlier.  In that particular decision, the Commission has already laid out the format in which there has to be standarded protocols to be addressed for each new thing that comes in.  She added that this recommendation needs to go before of the WIS Team.

Vice-Chair Woo asked if it was possible to send a representative of the LIOB?  Ms. Webb said that they are going to work it out.  She will have Ms. Wagoner look into it to assure that there are no conflicts having a board member serving as a representative. 

Mr. Shaw brought the issue of the relationship of the WIS to local codes, building codes and standards, and asked if this issue has ever been taken up.  Ms. Webb responded by saying that in the standardization meetings they’ve always had a part in the manuals that say that local codes take preference over whatever is prescribed in the manuals, because you have to install measures according to the codes in the area.

Mr. Shaw stated that this issue has to be made clear to the inspection agencies and to all of the installers.  Ms. Webb said that she will bring up the issue again to the utility reps to ensure that they keep the word out there.

Board Member Whiting expressed concern about discussing this and other issues that are not on the agenda, and added that if the item is not on the agenda the Board cannot discuss it.

Vice-Chair Woo asked staff to help set up the September meeting and have an Executive Committee to teleconference to make sure the Board knows the agenda items in advance.  Ms. Amaya suggested that Vice-Chair Woo e-mail Ms. Wagoner with his recommendations on how the Board wishes to proceed with this request.

Vice-Chair Woo stated that he would contact Ms. Wagoner via e-mail with their request.

IV.
Meeting Adjourned

Motion by Vice-Chair Woo to adjourn the LIOB meeting, moved by Board Member Garcia, seconded by Board Member Whiting, and motion approved unanimously by roll call (Woo, Lopez, White, Whiting and Garcia).  

Meeting Adjourned at 3:00 pm.
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