August 27, 2003

Commissioner Carl Wood

California Public Utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue, fifth floor

San Francisco, Ca. 94102



re: LACK OF LOW-INCOME INPUT AND DUE PROCESS



IN CARE OUTREACH AND ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT


Dear Commissioner Wood:


La Cooperativa Campesina de California (La Cooperativa) joins with the Latino Issues Forum ("LIF") and The Greenlining Institute ("Greenlining") in having long been active in attempting to improve low-income programs, including CARE, particularly for farm workers an identified vulnerable population. The utility companies have consistently ignored the needs of the farm worker population with the exception of a single project during the “energy crisis” and PG&E abruptly closed that program due to mismanagement of their budget. There is no farm worker program for 2003 and to our knowledge there is none projected for 2004.


La Cooperativa is very concerned that an evaluation is being finalized with absolutely no input from the low-income community including farmworkers, or the Low Income Oversight Board.  No low-income community members serve on the CARE Evaluation Steering Committee either. To add to this insult, comments on the workshop and evaluation report are scheduled in an unfair time schedule, since comments on the August 18 workshop are due on August 28, 2003. Comments on the voluminous evaluation were supposedly due yesterday, even though we did not receive the document until last Friday.  

La Cooperativa joins LIF and Greenlining in requesting that the timelines for comment on both the evaluation and workshop report be extended, that new workshops be scheduled for the Low Income Oversight Board and low-income community members, and that low-income and farm worker representatives be included on the Steering Committee.

La Cooperativa also requests a meeting with you to discuss how we can assure low-income and farm worker participation in CARE and low-income energy efficiency in the future.

Sincerely yours,

Raul Meyreles

Executive Director

cc: 
President Peevey


Commissioner Lynch


Commissioner Brown


Commissioner Kennedy


Assembly Member Reyes

Senator Alarcon
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