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Background





Last October, the LIGB had requested that the Commission approve a placeholder amount in either the LIGB’s budget or in the utilities’ budgets for conducting pilot programs to improve the effectiveness of the LIEE and CARE programs.  The placeholder concept was proposed to allow the LIGB, in collaboration with the utilities and public, to develop a comprehensive and cost-effective plan for the pilot programs.  LIGB proposed that a placeholder value of $4 million be approved for the statewide study.


The Commission denied the LIGB’s request for the placeholder in Order Point 5 of Resolution E-3583, which was the decision on the LIGB’s budget Technical Advice Letter.  The Commission also rejected including the placeholder directly in the utilities’ budgets in Order Point 1.i of Resolution E-3585.  Both decisions are dated December 17, 1998.  The Commission did not approve any pilots for 1999, either for the LIGB or for the utilities, finding that there was inadequate justification to support the expenditure of funds and inadequate time to implement programs at this late date (Resolution E-3585, Discussion Point 7).  The Commission directed that pilots should be proposed for PY 2000. 


The Commission provided the following guidance in Resolution 3583, Findings Point 12, regarding the content of pilot filings:


The request for $4 million for undefined Pilot Programs should be denied, to the extent to which such pilots are not earmarked in the resolution addressing the utility Program Year 1999 Advice filings.  The LIGB should, in coordination with the utilities and interested parties, evaluate and provide to the Commission proposals for Pilots for Program Year 2000.  These proposals should include:


Detailed descriptions of the proposed programs;


Itemized estimated costs per program;


Timelines for the studies;


proposed standards for measuring and evaluating effectiveness;


how the results of these Pilot Programs will be used in the future; and


who will administer the Pilot Programs; the utilities or the Board.





In its draft Resolution 3586, the Commission acknowledged that there may be benefit to implementing new outreach plans, and provided the LIGB with the opportunity to include proposals for outreach plans to be considered in 1999 (Order Point 4).  This could in effect be the only “pilot” allowed in 1999.  The Commission will be considering the draft resolution on January 20.





Pilots for PY 2000





The LIGB has previously described a process that should lead to pilots meeting the Commission’s requirements.  The process begins with the “request for pilot proposals” that would be sent broadly to parties and interested persons.  The proposals would be evaluated and the most promising ones further developed to provide the information required by the Commission.  The LIGB would make recommendations, together with supporting documentation, for the Commission’s review and approval.


The timing for pilot development activities that would allow pilots to be incorporated in PY 2000 is at this time not clear.  That is dependent on the program filing date (of the utility technical advice letter), which was October 1.  The LIGB suggested moving the Technical Advice Letter filing date to June 1 (beginning in 2000), after receiving input from the utilities that the October 1 date and decision gives insufficient time to develop contracts with providers.  SoCalGas and SDG&E suggest a date of September 1 (beginning in 1999) in their comments on the proposed decision of the ALJ in 98-07-037, which is due to be decided by the Commission on January 20.  At this time, we are not aware of any Commission action that would have moved the utilities Technical Advice Letter filing date from October 1, 1999.  However, that issue may be addressed in the upcoming ALJ scheduling workshops.


In any event, the LIGB is to evaluate and provide to the Commission proposals for PY 2000 pilots, in coordination with the utilities and interested parties and specifically with representatives from the Native American communities.  The Commission left the option open the LIGB could administer the pilot programs.  The LIGB could embark on the development of PY 2000 pilot programs by issuing the call for proposals, and setting specific schedules for evaluating the proposals pending determination of the filing date of the utility technical advice letters.





Pilots for PY 1999





If the Commission approves the ALJ’s proposed decision, it would authorize the LIGB to propose outreach plans as part of the LIGB’s February 26 budget filing.  Although the time frame would be tight, it would be very useful to test some revised or expanded outreach plans in 1999.  Improved outreach plans are a natural offshoot of the objective of increasing participation in the CARE program.  Complementing or coordinating with existing utility operated outreach may reduce barriers to participation.  


Assuming Commission approval of the ALJ’s proposed decision, the LIGB could begin to develop the pilot program ideas that were discussed in August-September 1998.





