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PREHEARING CONFERENCE STATEMENT

OF THE LOW INCOME GOVERNING BOARD 
The Low Income Governing Board (LIGB) respectfully submits this prehearing conference statement on the four utility applications. The LIGB clarifies that the policy recommendations, in its comments submitted on July 29, 1999 on these applications, were approved by the LIGB at the Board’s meeting on July 14, 1999.  The LIGB provided an opportunity during the meeting on July 26, 1999 for additional public comments on the comments.  Only nonsubstantive edits to the comments adopted at the July 14, 1999 LIGB meeting, were made during the ad hoc subcommittee meeting held on July 26, 1999. 


At this time, the LIGB respectfully highlights several recommendations contained in its comments submitted on these applications on July 29, 1999.  The LIGB believes these recommendations need to be addressed as soon as possible:

1. The LIGB recommends that the Commission address the standardization of reporting guidelines, the standardization of administrative costs, and shareholder incentives in the forums specific to those issues and not adopt the treatment of administrative costs, reporting guidelines, or shareholder incentives as presented in the utility applications which are the subject of this prehearing conference.


2. Only Pacific Gas and Electric Company has distributed its Request for Proposal (RFP), enabling a January 1, 2000 start date for its competitive-bid programs.  The LIGB recommends the Commission require San Diego Gas & Electric Company, Southern California Edison Company, and Southern California Gas Company to immediately issue RFP’s, in the manner that PG&E did, to provide for an earlier implementation for these utilities’ competitive-bid programs.  These utilities propose varying start dates for the new contractors resulting from this competitive-bid process.  SDG&E assumes an October Commission decision on its application and indicates full implementation 120 days after this decision.  SoCal Gas and Edison assume a late October decision and indicate full implementation 95 working days after this decision (end of first quarter 2000). The LIGB commends PG&E for taking steps to facilitate a January 1, 2000 start date and supports January 1, 2000 start dates for all of the utilities.  

The timing of the procedural schedule to be adopted for this proceeding is critical for the LIGB, in terms of Board’s ability to respond to any Commission requests for comments or advice from the Board.  The Board is constrained in its ability to respond due to notice requirements for its meetings and the Commission’s  requirement that the LIGB solicit public input on any recommendations it makes to the Commission.  For the convenience of the Commission and the public, the LIGB has adopted a meeting schedule for the remainder of this year and for the year 2000 (please see Attachment A).  The LIGB respectfully requests the Commission consider the Board’s meeting schedule when setting any submittal dates that will apply to the Board. 

Date:  August 20, 1999                         
Respectfully submitted,








Henry Knawls, Chair
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LIGB Meeting Schedule

Meeting Date
Location

 September 8 & 9, 1999
San Francisco or Oakland

October 12 & 13, 1999
Fresno

November 9 &10, 1999
Stockton

December 14 & 15, 1999
San Francisco

January 18 & 19, 2000
San Diego

February 15& 16, 2000
Ontario

March 14 & 15, 2000
Sacramento

April 11 & 12, 2000
Fresno

May 2 & 3, 2000
Los Angeles

 May 23 & 24, 2000
San Francisco

June 6 & 7, 2000
Los Angeles

June 27 & 28, 2000
San Francisco

July 10 & 11, 2000
Los Angeles

August 1 &2, 2000
San Francisco

August 29 & 30, 2000
Los Angeles

September 19 & 20, 2000
Monterey

October 17 & 18, 2000 
Eureka

November14& 15, 2000
San Francisco

December 12 & 13, 2000
Los Angeles
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