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June 11, 1999





Donna Wagoner


California Public Utilities Commission


Energy Division Analysis Branch


505 Van Ness Avenue, Area 4-A


San Francisco, CA  94102





Re:  Comments of the Low Income Governing Board on the “STRUCTURE AND OPERATING PROCEDURES OF THE CALIFORNIA BOARD FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND THE LOW INCOME GOVERNING BOARD (LIGB) DRAFT WORKSHOP REPORT” which was prepared by the Energy Division. 








Dear Ms. Wagoner:





The Low Income Governing Board appreciates the opportunity to be heard by the Commission on this Draft Workshop Report.  It is essential that we understand Commission expectations related to the operation and structure of the Low Income Governing Board.   





In its pre-workshop comments the LIGB indicated it had 10 key issues it would like to have resolved and addressed by this workshop process.  Those issues are identified on pages 13 and 14 of the draft report.  





Page 48 (last paragraph) of the report contains a recommendation that  “Clearly, much of the confusion and contention regarding the roles and responsibilities and the structure and operating procedures could be reduced with the Commission incorporating clarifying language to the Boards Bylaws”…  This is a major concern of the Board  which we hope the Commission will address.  On May 5, 1999 the LIGB sent the assigned Commissioner a request for five revisions to the LIGB Bylaws and five administrative/procedural changes.  Should the Assigned Commissioner respond to our May 5, 1999 request for changes to the LIGB Bylaws and operating procedures, appropriate clarification could be provided and the LIGB would implement those modifications immediately.





On the subject of transcription of Board meetings, we would like to add that if the Commission should order the transcription of meetings, the LIGB believes the transcription service should be provided by Commission staff instead of requiring the Boards to engage transcriber services that will require an increase in their budgets and spending, and, therefore, adversely affect any future low-income program benefit-cost ratios.





Unfortunately, the report does not adequately address many of the Boards other concerns such as inadequate time to meet deadlines imposed on it, use of the LIGB website for noticing meetings, our request that hearings on LIGB matters be held separately from hearings on CBEE matters, and questions about the Bagley-Keene Act.  The workshop process did not allow time to address all of the issues that concerned us, and concludes  with a report that identifies certain positions of  certain parties.  It is not possible to identify the source of some of the suggestions, the weight given by the attendees, or the urgency or significance of the suggestions.


 


On page 7 of the draft report, reference is made to newly revised guidelines i.e.,  “At the request of the Energy Division, the Commission’s Legal Division developed Guidelines for the California Board for Energy Efficiency and the Low Income Governing Board (Guidelines), which is included as Attachment D.  This document should be used by both Boards as a reference and should be presented to each current member and new Board members.  In addition, this document should be used by the Commission in modifying the Board’s Charter and Bylaws, clarifying the Boards’ operating procedures.”  After noting that Attachments B, D, E, F, G, H, I were missing from the draft workshop report provided to the Board, consultants to the LIGB requested  that the Energy Division provide Attachment D, the purported new guidelines.  We are puzzled why these guidelines have not been provided to the Board.   Moreover, it was made clear to us that the Energy Division did not want nor expect to receive comments from the LIGB on the Guidelines.  Without this information we cannot determine whether the workshop report addressed the LIGB’s concerns regarding modification of Bylaws.





The LIGB members and numerous public participants, actively involved in LIGB activities, have made considerable contributions to the improvement of low-income programs offered throughout California.  We are pleased to be a part of the team to ensure that the Legislature and the Commission are assisting those less fortunate in managing their energy bills.








Sincerely, 











Henry Knawls


Chair, Low Income Governing Board











Donna Wagoner
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