LOW INCOME ADVISORY BOARD TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

DRAFT Meeting Notes for Oct. 3-4, 2000 – Dennis Guido

Oct. 3, 2000 in Sacramento, CA 
Technical Committee (TC) Members in attendance:  Eddie Jimenez (Acting Chair) - Proteus, Dennis Guido, Jeff Beresini - PG&E, Don Wood - SDG&E, Lou Estrella, Roberto Del Real - So. Cal. Gas, William F. Parker - CAA of San Mateo County, David Swinney – Winegard Energy, Bob Burt – Insulation Contractors Assoc., George Sanchez – RHA, Arlene Novotney – Southern California Forum, Alan Rago – SESCO, Thomas Tenorio - Community Action Agency of Butte County, Donna Weaver  - Edison
Technical Committee (TC) Members absent:  Louise Perez (Chair) - CRP, Josie Webb (Vice Chair) - CPUC/ORA, Mike Rosauer - CPUC Energy Division, Zigmund Vays – Community Enhancement Services
Technical Committee (TC) Members on Teleconference:  No teleconference available

LIAB Board Member: None

CPUC Staff: None

Public:  Ulla-Maija Wait – CSD, Joan Grahm – CRP, Janis Forman – SMUD, Irina Krishpinovich
Public on Teleconference:  None
Meeting Convened at 10:20 AM.

Chair Comment:  In the absence of the Chair and the Vice Chair, Eddie Jimenez volunteered to act as Chair. The agenda was changed to reflect the only assigned task for the TC as assigned by the latest decision, the only task presently assigned to the LIAB is to make comments to the RRM Working Group Report filed Oct. 1.  Therefore the only task for the TC at this time is to give feed back to the LIAB regarding RRM Working Group Report.  However the TC decided that under Public Comments that any issues relevant to low income could be discussed. Therefore all other discussions will be listed under Public Comment
Public Comment:

Burt:  noted that under Public Comments the TC should not take action on any item discussed because it had not been properly noticed.  Therefore items not noticed will be discussed under Public Comments section of the LIABTC notes

Jimenez:  Fresno LIAB meeting has been moved from Fresno to San Francisco.  

Wood:  The Utility Standards Report went out Sept. 15.  Comments are due Oct. 20 with replies due on Oct. 30. A phase II follow up report will be filed on October 26 responding to Meg’s latest ACR.  

Burt also added that pros and cons will also be part of the 10/26 report for those items where agreements had not been reached.  

Wood:  Copies of the phase II report can be obtained from  RER at Fred@RER.COM.
Parker:  Discussed Assemblymen Wright’s latest letter to Commissioner Lynch that says cost effectiveness iss not the only criteria to judge LIEE programs or measures by.

 Burt:  presented a letter (attached to hard copy file).  The document basically lays out the concept that given the higher cost of energy that is being eaten by the utilities right now, that now  low- income program measures are cost effective and  makes LIEE an economic winner for all ratepayers who paid for it.  He feels that the working group should address this issue, because as long as the energy crisis continues, these programs make a difference.

Utility Standardization Program – Sanchez stated that  the recent decision regarding SDG&E’s advice letter indicated that new measures should only be addressed under the utility standardization project.  

Minutes Approval:
Sept. 13-14, 2000, Approved with corrections as noted Moved Parker, Second Burt Approved 11-0-0

Agenda Items:  The TC discussed what the actual tasks of the TC should be.  Should comments be made to the RRM report and should the TC make comments regarding the LIAB focus group meeting held in Monterey last month.  

Reporting Requirements Working Group

Given the limited time and resources it was allowed, the RRM Working Group has made an initial start to developing new low-income program evaluation criteria, but has not yet provided new LIEE program evaluation and reporting mechanisms necessary to support new LIEE program initiatives. 

While the working group report proposes an initial working draft definition of hardship it does not provide an objective mechanism for measuring hardship, or documenting reductions in hardship.

The working group report fails to address LIEE program evaluation and reporting criteria mandated by PUC sections 327 and 381.5 (a).

The working group report does not provide a proposed new test of LIEE program cost effectiveness, but defers this task to CALMAC. Nor does the report provide guidance on the weight to be given to cost effectiveness versus other performance evaluation criteria required by law. Assemblyman Wright emphasized this point in his September 22 letter to Commission President Lynch.

The Commission should direct the RRM working group to continue development of these mandated program evaluation criteria in phase 2 of its current effort, and should defer planning and implementation of any new LIEE program initiatives, other than statewide standardization, until these mandated new criteria have been developed and formally adopted by the Commission. 

The TC recommends the following issues need to be taken into consideration by the LIAB whenever they address how they are going to make comments to the RRM working Group report.

 Energy Burden needs to be addressed in the definition of hardship. 

 Energy Burden should be more completely defined in the Oct. 1 report.

 Energy related stress; physical and mental well-being should be clearly defined along with methods for establishing baselines and measuring changes in those factors, if they are retained in the final report.

 A concern that the draft report may not adequately reflect program planning, coordination and measurement and reporting criteria required by AB 1393.

 The TC is concerned that the RRM Working Group may not fully address economic burden for LI customers.  This may be inadequate.

 The TC believes that the reporting of how programs address energy related hardship, should be addressed adequately.

 The TC did not get a chance to review the entire document and will be bring additional comments as soon as it is reviewed.

Parties’ abilities to participate in policy making have been strained by the number of additional, overlapping and duplicative policy forums recently created by the commission.  

The TC raises the issue of hardship to it’s members who are not only tasked with their regular jobs, attending TC and LIAB meetings.  Additional participation in these other forums have and are creating hardships to agency members who’s finances are strained by additional meetings.  In addition non-profit agencies are restrained by restricted budgeted dollars that are audited annually.  

Wood:  Mentioned that the utilities have been assigned to conduct  four sets of public workshops on Pay for Performance, Training, reporting of customer bill savings, standardization of bidding  

The TC  noted that the proposed public workshop meetings need to be accessible around the state in order to incorporate constituency input from around the state. 

The TC then went page by page through the report and the following comments are noted.

The TC would like to see a glossary of terms and acronyms incorporated into the report.  

Page 10  - Show Proteus as attending the July 12 and Aug. 14 meeting. Show SoCal Forum and Sam Mateo CAA and CRP to show at the July 12 meeting. 

Page 11 - first bullet refers to employment as a reduction in hardship, but it is never gets further address in the meaning of hardship.

Page 13 – Outstanding issues While the report speaks to M&E it still has not addressed the issue of evaluation for CARE and LIEE operations.  

Page 15 - working definition needs to incorporate employment from Page 11 the initial charge.  Evaluation factors imposed should include mechanisms for measuring it.

Page 16 - bottom paragraph “Noting that LIEE programs…  Reverse “distinct and purposes”  

The preceding was moved by Wood and Seconded by Parker to bring this to the LIAB Approved 11-0-0

Oct. 4 – RRM Working Group Review (Continued)

Page 18 – Note Burt presented a position paper on cost effectiveness that was mentioned above and that will be presented to the LIAB at their next meeting on Oct. 17.  The TC accepts Burt’s observations on Cost Effectiveness given the escalating cost of energy today. 

Page 20 - Parker requested that when referencing tables that page numbers also appear in the reference. Descent: is duplicated in the Consensus: paragraph and again as a stand-alone paragraph.

Page 21 – Parker: delete hyphen after CARE because it can be mistaken as a minus.   Under DATA other forms of data are also available such as labor data and should also be used.  Data should be utilized directly from the Department of Census, which updates their data annually.

Page 26 - top of page what is the underlined headline/title referenced to be? This section seems to be mis-numbered or incorrect formatting.

Page 27, section 4, last sentence should be stated,  “There is no utility or CSD tracking mechanisms in place…”

Page 30, b, iii  - an explanation should be included if it is infeasible.

Page 36 – Under LIAB Funding categories, include LIAB Meetings and Public Input workshops.

Page 43 – first paragraph after Section 7 of the RRM… add (see below) for clarity

Page 45 -  add ***** This table and related tables must eventually be able to separate measures which do not save energy and are justified for other reasons such as hardship reduction.  I.e. furnace replacement.  Legislation requires that these programs and measures be evaluated based on factors other than cost effectiveness.

The preceding was moved by Burt and Seconded by Parker to bring this to the LIAB Approved 9-0-0

Oct. 4 in Sacramento, CA 
Technical Committee (TC) Members in attendance:  Louise Perez (Chair) - CRP, Dennis Guido, - PG&E, Don Wood - SDG&E, Lou Estrella, Roberto Del Real - So. Cal. Gas, Donna Weaver - Edison, William F. Parker - CAA of San Mateo County, George Sanchez - RHA, Bob Burt – ICA, Arleen Novotney – SCF, Thomas Tenorio - Community Action Agency of Butte County
Technical Committee (TC) Members absent:  Mike Rosauer - CPUC Energy Division, Wallace Winegar - Winegard Energy, Eddie Jimenez - Proteus, Brenda Hagger – SESCO, Josie Webb (Vice Chair) - CPUC/ORA
Technical Committee (TC) Members on Teleconference: none

LIAB Board Member: none

CPUC Staff: none

Public:  Ulla-Maija Wait - CSD, Irina Krishpinovich

Public on Teleconference:  none
Meeting called to order:  9:16 a.m.
Chair Comment:  None
Public Comment: None

Reporting Requirements Working Group (con’t)

For consistency of thought and form, these continued comments on this report appear above.

Needs Assessment Study: None

Commission Decision Review: None
Membership:  Not discussed

CARE Outreach Pilots: None

Future Calendar Events: See comments above.

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

LIAB Web Site - www.LIAB.ORG 

NEXT AGENDA and meeting dates:  
· Will be discussed with the LIAB on Oct. 17

NEXT MEETINGS are set for:

Nov. 1-2


L.A.

Nov. 28-29


SF

Dec. 19-20


San Diego 
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