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March 25, 1999





CALL FOR PAPERS ON LOW INCOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY (LIEE) AND CALIFORNIA ALTERNATE RATES FOR ENERGY (CARE) PROGRAMS





TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:





DUE ON APRIL 23, 1999





The Low Income Governing Board (LIGB), an advisory board to the California Public Utilities


Commission (CPUC), is requesting discussion papers dealing with potential improvements to the CARE and LIEE programs.  We intend to solicit creative ideas and suggestions for pilot projects that might lead to improvement in the effectiveness of California’s low-income energy programs. The ideas for pilots generated by this call are intended to be made widely available to the public in the spirit of improving these programs which are the mainstay of low-income programs in California involving energy utilities. 





While this call is intended to solicit a broad range of ideas, we do not expect that the author(s) will be compensated in any way, shape or form should their idea be piloted other than providing satisfaction to the author(s).  The LIGB, CPUC and all other associated parties assume no obligation to reimburse any submitting party any funds or other consideration should a pilot idea be deemed favorable by the LIGB, utilities or other associated parties and ultimately approved by the CPUC.   





The LIGB is soliciting ideas regarding:





CARE related pilot projects that can be implemented during Program Year 2000.





LIEE related pilot projects that can be implemented during Program Year 2000.





The LIGB is interested in pilot program proposals for the CARE and LIEE programs that address current barriers preventing low income households in California from fully utilizing and receiving maximum benefit from these programs.   All ideas are welcome and encouraged.  In order to facilitate creative thinking we are identifying some examples of topic areas that the LIGB has discussed in the past.  They include:











A.  Overall:





Incentive programs for outreach to hard-to-reach, vulnerable or underserved segments of the low income population (for example, the limited English speaking, disabled, geographically isolated or elderly).





Energy education that maximizes utilization of contact at times of outreach, eligibility verification, assessment, installation, inspection, and evaluation;





Whole house approaches that integrate other low income programs, including federal energy efficiency programs (such as LIHEAP, D.O.E.-WAP), rehab programs, water utility retrofits, etc.








B.  LIEE





Targeting delivery of services;





New measures and assessment protocols;





Creative techniques to market the program by enhancing landlord participation;





Developing methods for energy assessors to identify and recommend the full applicable spectrum of energy efficiency measures








C.  CARE





Pilots involving aggregation of low income customers for participation in direct access energy services;





Percentage of Income Payment Programs (whereby no eligible household


would  exceed a set energy burden, say 5%);





An across-the-board, straight 25% discount program for all eligible low income customers;





A 15% rate discount program with incremental incentives for those who agree to dwelling weatherization and/or participation in the energy education program.


�






FORMAT





Submittals should not exceed ten pages (8 x 11 inches, 12 point font), and be provided on diskette or  e-mailed if possible (Wordperfect 5.1 or higher or Word 6 or higher is preferred for text, Quattro or Excel for spreadsheets.)  The discussion papers should contain (at least) the following components:





Description of the pilot;





Need for the pilot;





Benefits and outcomes it may bring to low income households in California;





Estimated time line for implementation;





Estimated budget (‘ball park’ value) for the pilot, if possible.








All responses should postmarked no later than 5 p.m. (CST) on April 23, 1999, to:





MSB Energy Associates, Inc.


Attn:  Geoff Crandall


7507 Hubbard Avenue, Suite 200


Middleton, WI 53562





In addition, please e-mail submittals to: (crandall@msbnrg.com).  If you do not have e-mail, please include a diskette with your submission. Any questions should be directed to Geoff Crandall at (608) 831-1127 ext. 304, Jerry Mendl at (608) 831-1127 ext. 301 or Michael Karp at (360) 724-3215.





Discussion and papers that are received in the appropriate format and on a timely basis will be reviewed by the technical consultants to the LIGB.  The LIGB will consider these and other possible pilot proposals.  The LIGB will review and may recommend Year 2000 pilot programs to the CPUC for its approval and subsequent implementation.  The LIGB may recommend that the CPUC pursue a formal RFP process to solicit proposals and bids for implementation of pilot programs.








Sincerely,








Henry Knawls,


Chairman, LIGB














