Summary of Some CPUC Formal Communication Vehicles

This is a brief summary and is intended only as an example. It is not a complete summary of Commission practices. For a complete understanding of Commission practices, refer to the Commission’s:

Rules of Practice and Procedure

Title 20 California Code of Regulations

Application Process 
1. Utilities file an application with Commission

2. Commission holds pre-hearing conference

3. Testimony Filed

4. Reply Testimony Filed

5. Hearings, if necessary

6. Briefs, if hearings

7. Draft Interim Decision (I.O.) is circulated for public comment. Interim Decision, when adopted by Commission leaves proceeding open for further action.

8. Draft Decision  is circulated for public comment.  Decision, when adopted by Commission will close proceeding.

9. Comments from parties on draft decisions

10. Reply comments from parties.

11. Decision voted on and issued by Commission

Advice Letter Process -- Compliance
1. Utilities file Advice Letter

2. Parties Submit Comments or Protests

3. Replies

4. Advice Letter May Be Approved at this Point

5. Draft Resolution, if necessary, circulated for public comment.

6. Parties submit comments

7. Parties submit replies

8. Commission votes on and issues Resolution

Rulemaking Process

1. Commission initiates Rulemaking

2. Commission usually requests information

3. Parties submit information

4. Parties submit replies

5. Draft Interim Decision (I.O.) is circulated for public comment. Interim Decision, when adopted by Commission leaves proceeding open for further action.

6. Draft Decision is circulated for public comment.  Decision, when adopted by Commission, will close proceeding.

7. Comments from parties on draft decisions

8. Reply comments from parties.

9. Decision voted on and issued by Commission

Some Other Vehicles – used in Application Proceedings or Rulemaking Proceedings

10. Assigned Commissioners Rulings

11. ALJ Rulings

LIOB Communication Vehicles

1. Meeting Notice (mailed, e-mailed, web posted)

2. Notice to adopt______

3. Letter to_______

4. Report to_______
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