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November 30, 1999

The Honorable Richard G. Polanco

The Honorable Roderick D. Wright

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senator Polanco and Assemblymember Wright:


This letter is in response to your letter of November 15, 1999 expressing concerns about A.99-07-022, et al., regarding low-income programs for the year 2000.  President Bilas referred your letter to me, as I am the Assigned Commissioner for this proceeding.


Your letter correctly states that AB 1393 was not mentioned in my Scoping Memo in this proceeding, as the bill had not yet been signed by the Governor.  Since the bill was signed, ALJ Meg Gottstein and I have made efforts to ensure that this important law is being taken into account in the record of this proceeding.  

First, during the hearings we conducted in November, questions about how 

AB 1393 would impact the proposed programs were raised by parties during cross-examination of utility and other witnesses.  Second, ALJ Gottstein sent out a Ruling (attached) on November 22 seeking comments on the affects of AB 1393 on the programs in this proceeding, and their implementation (including potential competitive bidding).  I am confident that we will have a full and complete formal record in this proceeding to allow the Commission to make an informed decision, including consideration of all aspects of AB 1393.


In the proceeding, the interests of low-income customers are well-represented.  The Office of Ratepayer Advocates, the Latino Issues Forum and the Greenlining Institute are full participants in the hearing.  Community-based organizations are also well-represented by the participation of Richard Heath and Associates (the current low-income energy efficiency contractor for SDG&E), the Bay Area Poverty Resource Council, and a group known as the Agencies, which represents Southern California community-based organizations.  Finally, the Low-Income Governing Board (with the able assistance of its Advisory Committee) has provided very useful input to the Commission.  Their input is incorporated into the formal record in the proceeding, and parties have been able to consider the LIGB’s views in their testimony.


Beyond the formal record, ALJ Gottstein and I will be holding Public Participation Hearings in Sacramento and Los Angeles.  The attached Ruling sets these hearings, which will occur in early January; a forthcoming Ruling will establish the exact schedule.  These hearings will provide a forum for anyone interested in the low-income issues in this proceeding to present their views to the Commission.  As is the usual practice of the Commission, opinions expressed by the public can and will be considered along with the evidentiary record in making our determination.


Your letter raises the issues of competitive bidding and program uniformity, and the impacts of AB 1393 on these issues.  In particular, you point out that evidence in the proceeding raises questions about whether competitive bidding has been beneficial for the low-income community.  You also raise the question of whether uniformity has a negative effect of removing utility management’s ability to tailor programs to the needs of its service territory.  These issues are before ALJ Gottstein and I in the proceeding; I can assure you that these questions will be fully considered.  

As you are aware, the Commission’s process involves an independent review of the evidence (formal and informal) leading to an ALJ Proposed Decision.  The Proposed Decision in this case is not yet available, as all of the evidence, comments and briefs have not yet been submitted.  I can assure you that ALJ Gottstein will take all of the evidence into consideration in her Proposed Decision.  After the Proposed Decision is released, my colleagues and I look forward to hearing from your offices, the parties and the public as we consider a vote on the Proposed Decision and any alternates. 

Thank you for providing your views on this important topic.

Sincerely,

Josiah L. Neeper

Commissioner

Attachment

Cc: CPUC Commissioners

       ALJ Meg Gottstein
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