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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking on the Commission’s Proposed Policies and Programs Governing Energy Efficiency, Low-Income Assistance, Renewable Energy and Research Development and Demonstration.


Rulemaking 98-07-037

ASSIGNED COMMISSIONER’S RULING
REGARDING JOINT UTILITY WEATHERIZATION
INSTALLATION STANDARDS AND POLICY AND
PROCEDURES MANUALS STANDARDIZATION PROJECT

On August 25, 2000, Sempra Energy, on behalf of the four investor-owned utilities (Joint Utilities) submitted a proposed work scope, timeline and budget for Phase II, and a proposal for a Phase III of the project.  In its request, the Joint Utilities indicate that they were previously unable to submit a Phase II work scope, timeline and budget.

The request indicates in the section entitled Phase III, Task 4 that the team continues to consider whether a common set of gas appliance testing procedures should be implemented.  I understand that other issues extensively discussed but remain unresolved include, but are not limited to, ceiling insulation levels, eligibility of master-metered dwellings and installation of evaporative coolers in renter-occupied properties.  In order to help ensure that the standardization project will be completed in time for the program year 2002 planning process, I would like to consider issues that the group has discussed but has not been able to reach consensus on.  Such issues will be resolved by a ruling or Commission decision, as appropriate.  To facilitate Commission consideration of such issues, the Phase II report shall include background information on all such issues relating to current practices and alternative options for future treatment, including the pros and cons of each option.  In the event that the team is able to resolve these issues very early in Phase III, the team should file any such agreements as soon as possible, before an order is issued resolving the differences.

Funding of the consultant and any other joint costs for this project shall continue to be allocated to Low Income Energy Efficiency program and should be split between the utilities as follows:

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
30%

Southern California Edison
30%

Electric Company San Diego Gas
15%

Southern California Gas Company
25%

For dual-fuel utilities, these costs shall continue to be allocated between their gas and electric departments, proportionately based on the respective gas and electric LIEE budgets.  These costs shall be allocated to the program year in which they are incurred.  Funding for Phases I through III shall not exceed $721,840.

By this ruling, the work scope, timeline and budget for Phases II and III, as submitted in the August 25, 2000 letter and clarified above, is approved.

Dated September 11, 2000, at San Francisco, California.



/s/ JOSIAH L. NEEPER



Josiah L. Neeper

Assigned Commissioner

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail this day served a true copy of the original attached Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling Regarding Joint Utility Weatherization Installation Standards and Policy and Procedures Manuals Standardization Project on all parties of record in this proceeding or their attorneys of record, either by electronic mail or, for any party for which an electronic mail address has not been provided, by first class mail.

Dated September 11, 2000, at San Francisco, California.

/s/ ERLINDA PULMANO

Erlinda A. Pulmano 

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents. You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities. To verify that a particular location is accessible, call: Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074 or TDD# (415) 703-2032 five working days in advance of the event.
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