A.00-11-009 et al.  PVA/t94


PVA/t94  6/19/2001

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Compliance Application of Pacific Gas and Electric Company for Approval of Year 2001 Low Income Programs, in Compliance with Ordering Paragraph 4 of Decision 00-09-036. (U 39 M).


Application 00-11-009

(Filed November 6, 2000)

Application of Southern California Gas Company (U 904-G) For Authority to Continue Low Income Assistance Programs and Funding Through 2001


Application 00-11-011

(Filed November 6, 2000)

Application of San Diego Gas & Electric Company (U 902-E) For Authority to Continue Low Income Assistance Programs and Funding Through 2001


Application 00-11-012

(Filed November 6, 2000)



Southern California Edison Company Compliance Application for Approval of Year 2001 Low Income Program Plans


Application 00-11-020

(Filed November 6, 2000)



ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE’S RULING 

REQUESTING COMMENTS ON MODIFICATION OF 

LOW-INCOME ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

In Decision (D.) 01-06-010, the Commission modified aspects of the low-income assistance programs for Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE), and Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas).  Specifically, the Commission set the income eligibility levels for the California Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) and Low-Income Energy Efficiency programs at 175% of the federal poverty guidelines, and increased the rate discount for CARE customers from 15% to 20%. 

We are now going to look at the question of whether these same changes should also apply to the other energy utilities under the Commission’s jurisdiction.  These utilities are: Alpine Natural Gas Company, Avista Utilities (formerly Washington Water Power Company), Mountain Utilities (formerly Kirkwood Gas and Electric Company), Sierra Pacific Power Company, Pacificorp (Pacific Power/Utah Power), Southern California Water Company, Southwest Gas Company, and West Coast Gas Company.
 

 The issues resolved by the Commission in D.01-06-010 were:

1.
The applicability of the modified income eligibility requirements for CARE discounts adopted in Decision 01-03-082 to the gas customers of PG&E and customers of all other gas and electric jurisdictional utilities.

2.
Whether income eligibility requirements for low-income energy efficiency (LIEE) should be made consistent with the revised requirements for CARE.
3.
Whether the CARE discount should be increased for both electric and gas customers of jurisdictional utilities and if so, by how much.

While we are looking at essentially the same issues here, the phrasing is not quite appropriate.  Accordingly, all affected jurisdictional utilities and interested parties shall respond to the following:

1. Should the changes to the CARE and LIEE income eligibility requirements made in D.01-06-010 be applied to all other jurisdictional gas and electric utilities that currently offer these programs?

2. Should the change in the CARE discount made in D.01-06-010 be applied to all other jurisdictional gas and electric utilities that currently offer the program?

3. Please provide detailed descriptions of the program cost and rate impact of applying the modifications made in D.01-06-010 to your utility’s low-income assistance programs.

4. For multi-jurisdictional utilities, please describe how your current low-income assistance programs, and the changes proposed here, are similar to or different from those in the other states served.

All comments shall be filed in A.00-11-009 et al. and served via electronic mail on the appearances and state service list in A.00-11-009 et al. and Rulemaking (R.) 98-07-037.  Service by US mail will be optional.  However, if there is no electronic mail address available, the electronic mail is returned to the sender, or the recipient informs the sender of an inability to open the document, the sender shall immediately arrange for alternate service (regular U.S. mail shall be the default, unless another means—such as overnight delivery—is mutually agreed upon.) 

Current service lists for A.00-11-009 et al. and R.98‑07‑037 are available on the  Commission’s web page, www.cpuc.ca.gov.  To obtain an up-to-date service list of electronic mail addresses:

· On the “Legal Documents” bar choose “Service Lists.”  

· Scroll through the “Index of Service Lists” to the number for this proceeding (or click “edit,” “find,” type in A0011009 (and separately R9807037), and click “find next”).

· To view and copy the electronic addresses for a service list, download the comma-delimited file, and copy the column containing the electronic addresses.  

The Commission’s Process Office periodically updates service lists to correct errors or to make changes at the request of parties and non-parties on the list.  Parties should copy the current service list from the web page (or obtain a paper copy from the Process Office) before serving a document.

We note that parties to these proceedings (and R. 98-07-037) currently face an array of required filings.  The Joint Assigned Commissioner’s Ruling, dated June 14, 2001, requires comments in 15 days from the date of the ruling, and reply comments 7 days thereafter.  The Administrative Law Judge’s Ruling on Filing Procedures to Implement Assembly Bill X1 3, dated June 15, 2001, requires the smaller jurisdictional utilities to file advice letters 30 days and 45 days from the date of the ruling.  At the same time, however, we would like to be able to implement quickly any changes made as a result of the comments received here.  Accordingly, we will attempt to intersperse the filings due here with the other ones already ordered. 

IT IS RULED that:

1. Alpine Natural Gas Company, Avista Utilities, Mountain Utilities, Sierra Pacific Power Company, Pacificorp, Southern California Water Company, Southwest Gas Company, and West Coast Gas Company and interested parties shall file and serve comments addressing the above issues by July 12, 2001.  

2. Reply comments must be filed and served by July 23, 2001.

3. Service shall comply with the instructions above, unless modified by a subsequent ruling. 

Dated June 19, 2001, at San Francisco, California.



/s/  PETER V. ALLEN



Peter V. Allen

Administrative Law Judge

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have by mail, and by electronic mail to the parties to which an electronic mail address has been provided, this day served a true copy of the original attached Administrative Law Judge’s Requesting Comments on Modification of Low-Income Assistance Programs on all parties of record in these proceedings and Rulemaking (R.) 98‑07‑037 or their attorneys of record.

Dated June 19, 2001, at San Francisco, California.

/s/  GABY L. SUSANTO

Gaby L. Susanto

NOTICE

Parties should notify the Process Office, Public Utilities Commission, 505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 2000, San Francisco, CA  94102, of any change of address to insure that they continue to receive documents.  You must indicate the proceeding number on the service list on which your name appears.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Commission’s policy is to schedule hearings (meetings, workshops, etc.) in locations that are accessible to people with disabilities.  To verify that a particular location is accessible, call:  Calendar Clerk (415) 703-1203.

If specialized accommodations for the disabled are needed, e.g., sign language interpreters, those making the arrangements must call the Public Advisor at (415) 703‑2074, TTY 1-866-836-7825 or (415) 703-5282 at least three working days in advance of the event.

�  Not all of these utilities are currently required to offer a CARE or LIEE program, and we are not proposing here to require utilities without such programs to begin offering them.
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